
 

January 8, 2026 

The Honorable Lee Zeldin​
Administrator​
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency​
Office of the Administrator​
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.​
Mail Code 1101A​
Washington, D.C. 20460​
​
Administrator Zeldin, 

I write on behalf of Waterkeeper Alliance to make clear, as a matter of urgency, that the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) must stop approving any pesticides that contain or 
generate per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS). Continuing to allow these products onto 
the market would represent a knowing abdication of EPA’s statutory responsibility to protect 
public health and the environment. 

Waterkeeper Alliance is a global movement uniting more than 300 community-based 
Waterkeeper groups around the world, focusing citizen action on issues that affect our 
waterways, from pollution to climate change. The Waterkeeper movement patrols and protects 
nearly six million square miles of rivers, lakes, and coastlines in the Americas, Europe, 
Australia, Asia, and Africa. In the U.S., Waterkeeper Alliance represents the interests of more 
than 160 U.S. Waterkeeper groups and our more than one million members and supporters 
collectively that live, work, and recreate in or near waterways across the country, many severely 
impaired by pollution. 

PFAS are persistent, bioaccumulative, and toxic. They contaminate drinking water sources, 
accumulate in soil and crops. Experts have linked PFAS, even at low levels, to cancer, immune 
suppression, reproductive harm, and harm to the developing brain of infants and children. Once 
released, these chemically stable compounds do not break down and cannot be meaningfully 
removed from the environment at scale. Approving new pesticide uses that introduce PFAS 
would lock in permanent pollution, transferring the costs of contamination from the chemical 
industry to communities, utilities, and taxpayers.  

Pesticide applications are a direct pathway for PFAS into surface water, groundwater, and the 
food system. Rural and agricultural communities already face disproportionate exposure from 
pesticide use and contaminated water supplies. Adding new PFAS-based pesticides would 
further burden these communities and further erode public trust in EPA. 
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As a Member of Congress, you voted for the 2022 and 2023 National Defense Authorization 
Acts, which included the widely accepted, science-based definition of PFAS as chemicals 
containing at least one fully fluorinated carbon atom. Yet now, as EPA Administrator, your 
actions are inconsistent with your prior record and ignoring the science you once championed. 
The science has not changed and the risk is the same, yet the actions taken to protect the 
public are being weakened. Under your leadership, EPA is rubber stamping toxic chemicals that 
are putting our health at risk. 

The public overwhelmingly expects EPA to enforce the law, not give wealthy corporations a free 
pass to pollute our air and water. In fact, according to polling conducted by the Environmental 
Defense Fund, ninety-two percent of voters consider the protection of clean air and safe 
drinking water to be a top public health priority. The question before you now is whether you will 
meet that mandate or continue to prioritize the interests of the chemical industry over the health 
of families in America. 

No community should experience worse health outcomes because EPA has failed to enforce the 
law against corporate polluters. EPA must immediately reject any pending or future pesticide 
registrations that contain PFAS or degrade into them, and revoke existing approvals that 
perpetuate this scientifically documented toxic contamination. Anything less would be an explicit 
choice to allow permanent, preventable harm. Communities across the country are demanding 
protection from PFAS, not the expansion of their use. You must act accordingly. 

Sincerely, 

​
Marc Yaggi​
CEO, Waterkeeper Alliance 
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