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A Call for Climate and Water Justice: The Urgent Need to Phase out Fossil Fuels and 
Stop Promoting False Solutions. Statement from Waterkeeper Alliance to the 30th 
Conference of the Parties (COP30) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). 

Waterkeeper Alliance respectfully submits this statement to the Parties of the UNFCCC on 
behalf of a network of communities defending clean water and healthy ecosystems. 
Waterkeeper Alliance is a global movement uniting more than 300 community-based 
Waterkeeper groups, working to protect and restore our planet’s waterways. We represent over 
one million members and supporters who live, work, and recreate in coastal and riverine 
communities. Together, we are a force for progress in defending clean water. 

As COP30 convenes in Belém, Brazil—a region whose rivers and forests sustain life across the 
planet—we urge Parties to confront the root causes of the climate and water crises: the 
continued expansion of fossil fuel extraction and the proliferation of destructive, high-emission 
energy projects, including large hydropower dams. 

The Climate and Water Crises Are One​
Climate change is a water crisis. From record-breaking floods and droughts to saltwater 
intrusion, ocean acidification and rising seas, water systems and communities are under siege. 
Fossil fuel extraction and infrastructure—from offshore oil and gas drilling to pipeline 
expansion—contaminate rivers and coastlines, threaten biodiversity, and worsen the very 
climate impacts that endanger water security. Meanwhile, large hydropower projects, often 
misclassified as “clean energy,” release significant methane and carbon dioxide emissions, 
fragment river ecosystems, and displace Indigenous and rural communities. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the International Energy Agency 
(IEA) have made it clear: to limit global warming to 1.5°C, no new fossil fuel extraction or 
infrastructure can be developed, and energy systems must shift toward efficiency, conservation, 

 

mailto:jesposito@waterkeeper.org


 

and truly renewable sources. Likewise, hydropower’s greenhouse gas emissions and 
ecosystem impacts must be fully accounted for in national climate commitments. 

The Waterkeeper Movement Works towards a Just and Water-Secure Future​
Across our global network, Waterkeeper groups are confronting dirty energy expansion projects 
that threaten water, livelihoods, and human rights. 

In Nepal, Karnali River Waterkeeper is protecting the country’s last free-flowing river from the 
devastation of a major hydropower dam. The proposed dam project would cause major harm to 
the Karnali as a source of conservation, tourism, and national identity. Partnering with kayakers, 
schools, activists, and tourist industries, Karnali River Waterkeeper is working to protect the 
rights of communities who have lived, fished, and farmed along the banks for hundreds of years. 

In Senegal, Hann Baykeeper, Bargny Coast Waterkeeper, and Senegal River Waterkeeper are 
challenging three offshore gas and oil drilling projects and their associated infrastructure. 
Implemented without proper community consultation or oversight, the projects endanger local 
fisheries, undermine traditional livelihoods, and risk devastating pollution of marine ecosystems 
that sustain thousands of coastal families. These communities are calling for accountability, 
transparency, and a just transition away from fossil fuel dependency. 

In The Bahamas, Waterkeepers Bahamas is leading a national campaign to pass legislation 
that would ban oil drilling in Bahamian waters once and for all. This visionary effort seeks to 
permanently protect one of the world’s most biodiverse marine regions, safeguard tourism and 
fisheries, and set a global precedent for island nations facing the existential threat of climate 
change. 

In the Pacific Northwest of the United States, Columbia Riverkeeper and allied organizations 
have built a growing coalition to fight gas pipeline expansion, educate and mobilize local 
communities, and push for stronger environmental and safety protections. This coalition 
demonstrates that grassroots power—rooted in science, justice, and community—can 
successfully resist fossil fuel infrastructure and advance clean, equitable alternatives. 

These campaigns, and many more across our network, reflect a shared commitment: defending 
the right to clean water and a stable climate through bold, coordinated action. 

A Call to Action at COP30​
Waterkeeper Alliance calls on Parties to COP30 to take the following urgent steps: 

1.​ Join and advance the call for a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty.​
Governments must commit to a legally binding framework to phase out fossil fuel 
production, end exploration and subsidies, and ensure a just transition for workers and 
communities.​
 

2.​ Phase out fossil fuel extraction and halt new development.​
Implement immediate moratoria on new oil, gas, and coal projects, including offshore 



 

drilling, LNG export terminals, and pipelines.​
 

3.​ Include hydropower emissions and impacts in NDCs.​
Parties must recognize and report the greenhouse gas emissions from hydropower 
reservoirs and account for the social, ecological, and water security harms of large 
dams.​
 

4.​ Divest public funds and carbon credits from fossil fuels and large hydropower 
projects.​
Redirect financial flows toward community-led renewable energy solutions that protect 
rivers, forests, and local livelihoods, uphold Indigenous sovereignty, and respect the 
principles of Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC).​
 

5.​ Advance a just and equitable energy transition.​
Wealthy nations must provide climate finance and technology support to developing 
countries to move away from fossil fuels and high-emission hydropower, while prioritizing 
human rights, Indigenous sovereignty, and environmental restoration. 

A Moment for True Leadership​
Ten years after the Paris Agreement, COP30 represents a historic opportunity to move beyond 
false solutions and toward a future rooted in justice, accountability, and respect for water and 
life. The world cannot meet its climate goals while continuing to expand fossil fuel extraction or 
greenwash destructive hydropower projects as climate solutions. 

We call on all Parties to take decisive, science-based action: to join the call for a Fossil Fuel 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, to phase out fossil fuels, to account for the full climate footprint of 
hydropower, and to put the protection of water and communities at the center of global climate 
policy. 

The world is watching. Water is life. There is no just transition without clean water and no livable 
planet without an end to fossil fuels. 

Submitted by:​
Waterkeeper Alliance​
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