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307 Waterkeeper groups in
47 countries patrol and protect
nearly six million square miles of

watersheds on six continents.

1K | 1M

Movement-wide, we have

more than 1,000 staff, 1 million

volunteers and supporters.
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Waterkeeper Alliance is a top-ranked
501(c)(3) charity, with Top-Rated
status from Charity Watch,

4 Stars from Charity Navigator,

and Platinum Status from Candid,

formerly known as Guidestar.

20«

Waterkeeper Alliance meets
the 20 Standards for Charity
Accountability with the Better
Business Bureau's Wise

Giving Alliance.
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OUR MISSION
~OUR BELIEFS

We are a global movement united for clean, healthy, and

abundant water for all people and the planet.

We protect our right to clean water in
communities around the world.

Water is life

Healthy watersheds connect and sustain us all
Clean water is a basic right for all living beings

Waterkeepers are guardians of this right, fiercely defending, enforcing,
and promoting just and equitable clean water laws

Each Waterkeeper has a unique voice, reflecting our diverse

communities and watersheds

As a movement, we are stronger together when we lift up each others’
voices and the voices of the communities we serve

This year marked a momentous milestone for Waterkeeper
Alliance as we celebrated our 25th anniversary! For a quarter-
century, we've been at the forefront of a global movement
dedicated to clean, healthy, and abundant water for all people
and the planet.

| am continually inspired by the incredible power of our
movement to drive meaningful change in the fight for

clean water. Together, we are a global force for progress,
demonstrating the strength of unified action in advocating

for clean water and amplifying the voices and needs of
communities worldwide. Our Strategic Priority 2—amplify the
collective voices of the Waterkeeper movement across the
world—is central to ensuring that communities everywhere
are heard as we strive for environmental justice and
sustainable solutions.

We continued to advance our key campaigns—Clean Water
Defense, Climate and Safe Energy, and Pure Farms, Pure
Waters—to address major threats to water quality and protect
vulnerable communities from environmental harm.

The work of the Clean Water Defense campaign is even more
urgent due to legal and policy setbacks in the U.S. that weaken
clean water protections. We are responding by expanding
efforts to address per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS),
taking on the emerging threat of 6PPD, and advocating for a
robust Global Plastics Treaty to curb the harmful impacts of
plastics worldwide.

The Climate and Safe Energy campaign elevates the deeply felt
impacts of offshore drilling in climate-vulnerable nations like
The Bahamas and Sénégal. By uniting our voices and standing
up for our fundamental rights, we influenced international
policy at COP28, ensuring that water issues remain central to
the global climate agenda.

The Pure Farms, Pure Waters campaign drives efforts to
hold polluting industrialized animal agriculture accountable
by pursuing the strongest water pollution standards for
slaughterhouses and rendering facilities, challenging
problematic permits, promoting state-level regulatory

and enforcement reform, and empowering communities to
champion clean water initiatives.

Looking ahead, we aim to continue amplifying the collective
voices of our movement, deepening community engagement,
and expanding our global reach to enhance community
resilience, protect local economies, and promote sound policy.

Through collaborative efforts and strategic partnerships,
we have achieved significant victories that would not have
been possible without the combined efforts of our dedicated
Waterkeeper groups and supporters.

Thank you for your unwavering support and dedication to
our mission. | invite each of you to join us in amplifying our
voices, whether by volunteering, advocating, or supporting our

campaigns. Together, our collective actions are turning the tide
for clean water.

To clean water,

A

Marc Yaggi, Chie¥/Executive Officer
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DEFENSE

CLEAN WATER

Our Clean Water Defense campaign is dedicated to protecting the integrity of waterways by advocating for stronger

regulations and holding polluters accountable. We collaborate closely with Waterkeeper groups, local communities,

and policymakers to ensure water quality standards are met and improved, prioritizing the health and safety of both

ecosystems and people.

FIGHTING FOREVER
CHEMICALS

Recognizing the harmful and widespread
impact of PFAS on our communities,
Waterkeeper Alliance led efforts to
combat and increase federal regulation
of these highly toxic chemicals, which
are pervasively present in our water
and environment.

The Alliance played a crucial role in
advocating for the U.S. Environmetal
Protection Agency's (EPA) new drinking
water standards for PFAS, including
PFOA and PFOS, representing a

historic step toward more effective
regulation. The designation of these toxic
compounds as hazardous substances
under the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act is another major victory in protecting
communities from PFAS pollution and
holding polluters accountable
for cleanup efforts.

We kept this momentum going,
by partnering on a successful
PFAS symposium, where
experts including renowned
environmental lawyer Robert
Bilott, Integrated Resource
Management founder Robert
Bowcock, and Dominique
Lueckenhoff, Senior Vice
President of Corporate
Affairs & Sustainability

at Hugo Neu Corporation,
joined Waterkeeper Alliance
CEO Marc Yaggi in sharing
strategies for meaningful

policy discussions and legislative
commitments aimed at reducing
exposure and protecting public health.

We will continue expanding these efforts
with a Phase Il PFAS monitoring project
in collaboration with the Hispanic
Access Foundation and 25 Waterkeeper
groups, focusing on disproportionately
impacted communities near wastewater
treatment plants and sludge application
sites, where contamination is likely

to be most severe. We are deploying
advanced passive sampling devices

and expect to publish a comprehensive
report on the findings by spring 2025.

CURBING CHRONIC

PLASTICS POLLUTION
Waterkeeper Alliance and Kenya Lake
Victoria Waterkeeper advocated for a
legally binding Global Plastics Treaty at
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the sixth meeting of the United Nations
Environment Assembly (UNEA-6), the
primary governing body of the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
and the world'’s leading decision-making
authority on environmental matters.

The following month, we continued this
work with the support of Brantas River
Waterkeeper, Hann Baykeeper, and
Ottawa Riverkeeper at the fourth session
of UNEP’s Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee (INC-4) in Ottawa, Canada.
This included drafting and submitting

a declaration to the UN, as well as co-
organizing a March to End the Plastic
Era and an Earth Day Dialog Event with
Ottawa Riverkeeper and other global
coalition partners.

Waterkeeper Alliance is firmly
advocating for a strong Global Plastics

Treaty by enhancing the capacity

of Waterkeeper groups to demand

their governments publicly support

the treaty to significantly reduce the
proliferation of plastics, petrochemicals,
and plastic waste.

We remain steadfast in this call to
action at the fifth round of negotiations
(INC-5) in Busan, Republic of Korea,
urging governments to finalize the
strongest possible global treaty that
limits plastic production, ends the
production of toxic chemicals, and
supports frontline communities most
impacted by petrochemicals and
plastic production.

MAKING WAVES

IN WASHINGTON

We followed through on our UNEA-6 and
INC-4 actions by heading to Washington,
D.C., with the Global Plastics Treaty
Coalition to meet with officials from

the State Department, the Center for
Environmental Quality, EPA, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
Health and Human Services, and the
Department of Defense. Our goal was to
build bipartisan support to strengthen
the U.S. position on the draft Global

Plastics Treaty and address toxic pollu-
tion from petrochemicals across the
entire product life cycle of plastic.

Waterkeeper Alliance and the Break
Free From Plastics Coalition also
participated in over ten congressional
meetings, advocating for legislation
such as the Break Free From Plastic
Pollution Act and the Farewell to Foam
Act. Additionally, we engaged with
officials from the General Services
Administration and the National Park
Service, urging them to eliminate
the U.S. government’s use of
single-use plastics.

Building on our advocacy to address PFAS pollution,

Waterkeeper Alliance and Waterkeeper groups across the

United States are at the forefront of addressing 6PPD, a rubber additive
for vehicle tires that breaks down into 6PPD-quinone—a compound highly
toxic to aquatic life, particularly salmon.

Together, we advocated for a hearing by the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment
and Public Works to investigate the dangerous impacts of 6PPD. Waterkeeper Alliance,
along with 30 Waterkeeper groups, sent a letter expressing concern about this potent aquatic
toxicant. Additionally, we met with staff members for Senators Merkley (D-OR), Sanders (D-VT), and
Fetterman (D-PA), alongside Puget Soundkeeper, Tualatin Riverkeepers, North Sound Waterkeeper,
California Coastkeeper Alliance, Youghiogheny Riverkeeper, and Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper.

In partnership with Puget Soundkeeper and Spokane Riverkeeper, we successfully advocated for
inclusion of an amendment on 6PPD in U.S. federal legislation. We will continue to collectively work with
lawmakers to elevate this issue and act urgently to eliminate these toxins from future tire production

while engaging communities in this cause.



CLIMATE AND

SAFE ENERGY

Our Climate and Safe Energy campaign is focused on addressing the interconnectedness of water and

energy issues, advocating for sustainable practices that protect both our waterways and communities.

Through targeted projects and international collaborations, we aim to mitigate climate impacts and

promote safe energy solutions.

GUARDING COASTLINE
AGAINST OFFSHORE [

We are working to prevent offshore oil
drilling in The Bahamas and Sénégal, as
it poses a grave threat to marine ecosys-
tems, water quality, and coastal commu-
nities. In The Bahamas, we support the
Our Islands, Our Future (OIOF) coali-
tion, a diverse group of Waterkeeper
organizations, NGOs, and local leaders
advocating for better climate policies and
seeking a moratorium or permanent ban
on offshore drilling. We collaborated with

OIOF to publish polling data indicating
that 86% of the country supports the

ban. We will continue to advocate for
government transparency, raise public
awareness, and push for a moratorium or
permanent ban on drilling.

In Sénégal, we are collaborating with
Hann Baykeeper and Bargny Coast
Waterkeeper to combat the expansion
of offshore oil and gas development. We
are building both local and international
opposition to these projects, promoting

STRENGTHENING POWER PLANT RULES

We welcomed the Biden administration’s decisive action to prioritize people over polluters by establishing
four historic regulatory measures aimed at reducing toxic pollution and greenhouse gas emissions from
coal-fired power plants. These essential standards reflect over a decade of advocacy by Waterkeeper
Alliance through litigation, strong technical comments, and collaboration with Waterkeeper groups,
partners, and communities to expose weaknesses from loopholes that rendered the rules insufficient

for protecting people and ecosystems from toxic pollution. We look forward to working with EPA
throughout the implementation process to ensure equitable access to clean, safe water for all
communities, especially those most affected by power plant pollution.

renewable energy solutions, and holding
financiers and insurers accountable for
their support of fossil fuel developments.
For example, in partnership with the
groups’ Sauver la Mer et la Péche/

Save Our Coast and Fisheries campaign,
we organized a national meeting with
local fishing communities, media
representatives, and government leaders
to discuss the impacts of offshore drilling
on the local economy and cultural
traditions. The goal was to highlight

the country’s inextricable link to the

CARBON POLLUTION
CONTROL

A final rule mandates that
existing coal-fired plants
and new natural gas-fired
power plants control 90%
of their carbon pollution,
ensuring long-term

operational accountability.

UPDATED MATS
Strengthening the Mercury
and Air Toxics Standards
(MATS) for coal-fired power
plants, this rule tightens
the emissions standard for
toxic metals by 67% and
achieves a 70% reduction
in mercury emissions

from existing lignite-

fired sources.
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WASTEWATER
DISCHARGE REDUCTION
A new rule aims to cut
pollutants discharged
through wastewater

from coal-fired power
plants by over 660 million
pounds per year, providing
cleaner water for affected
communities, particularly
those facing environmental
justice challenges.

SAFE COAL ASH
MANAGEMENT

This final rule requires

the safe management of
coal ash in previously
unregulated areas,
addressing the risk of
leakage and groundwater
contamination from former
disposal sites.

1E

ALI

We supported Karnali River Waterkeeper and
the Nepal Rivers Conservation Trust in a lawsuit
filed with the Nepal Supreme Court to protect the
Karnali River and to file a petition for a Golden

Mahseer Conservation Area against the construc-

sea—where local fisheries
sustain livelihoods in fishing and
fish processing, vital for food security
and dietary needs. Although drilling

has begun, we will continue to mobilize
grassroots efforts to delay further
expansion and advocate for international
institutions to withdraw support for
these harmful projects.

FULL FOSSIL FUEL PH

We are committed to raising aware-
ness, generating support, and fostering
engagement by equipping Waterkeeper
groups worldwide to oppose fossil

fuel projects and challenge ineffective
climate solutions. By providing essen-
tial resources and expertise, we aim

to strengthen both local and interna-
tional efforts to protect communities
and ecosystems from the impacts of

[
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tion of hydropower dams, citing a constitutional
right to a healthy environment. As
one of the world’s largest undammed rivers, the
Karnali is home to a wealth of unique biodi-

expansion. This includes
leveraging Waterkeeper
Alliance’s official UN observer
status to engage Waterkeeper
groups globally in UN advocacy,
helping them secure support from their
countries for endorsing a strong Fossil
Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty.

At COP28 in Dubai, Waterkeeper Alliance
partnered with Hann Baykeeper, Bargny
Coast Waterkeeper, Waterkeepers
Bahamas, Waterkeepers Bangladesh,
Kissimmee River Waterkeeper, and
Mahandi River Waterkeeper to combat
fossil fuel expansion and enhance
climate adaptation. During the event, we
filed a declaration with the UN on behalf

e _-i.'l
SSIL

versity and critical ecosystems.

of artisanal fishing

communities in Sénégal,

calling for a halt to the expansion
of offshore drilling.

Domestically, Waterkeeper Alliance
opposed new fossil fuel leasing

by participating in 17 National
Environmental Policy Act submissions
and protests against U.S. Bureau of
Land Management proposed lease sales
in six Western states, in partnership
with the Federal Fossil Fuel Leasing
Coalition. We will continue to oppose the
leasing of U.S. public lands and waters
for expansion projects by supporting
Waterkeeper groups in local battles,
such as Columbia Riverkeeper's efforts
against the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission’s approval of TC Energy's
GTN Xpress pipeline expansion, while
also developing broader strategies

for agency reform.

We will continue this essential effort
to phase out fossil fuels at COP29

in Azerbaijan and other global and
domestic forums by intensifying our
demands for urgent action.
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The Pure Farms, Pure Waters campaign is focused on reducing water pollution from industrial

agriculture, particularly from concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFQs). We engage with

farmers, policymakers, and communities to promote environmentally responsible agricultural

practices and protect our waterways.

FOR THE PEOPLE,

BY THE PEOPLE

To facilitate community engagement
regarding proposed general permits for
animal waste management systems in
North Carolina, Waterkeeper Alliance,
along with White Oak Waterkeeper,

Cape Fear Riverkeeper, Waccamaw
Riverkeeper, Yadkin Riverkeeper, and
Dan Riverkeeper, organized a two-week
“People’s Tour” across the state. This
initiative aimed to overcome the chal-
lenges of inconveniently scheduled public
hearings by bringing the public comment
platform directly to communities affected
by CAFO pollution. It provided residents
with an essential opportunity to voice
their opposition to polluting industry
practices and give feedback on the North
Carolina Department of Environmental
Quality’s (NCDEQ) draft permits.

In a related action, Waterkeeper Alliance
co-drafted technical comments with Duke
University’s Environmental Law and
Policy Clinic on behalf of 13 North Carolina
Waterkeeper groups urging NCDEQ to
modify its draft general permits for swine,

dairy/cattle, and poultry animal feeding
operations to prevent overapplication of
phosphorus to sprayfields and improve
sludge management practices. In June,
the North Carolina General Assembly
passed the Farm Act of 2024, which
includes a provision extending animal
waste management system permits to
September 2026.

WITH JUSTICE FOR ALL

To represent community interests,

Kelly Hunter Foster, Senior Attorney at
Waterkeeper Alliance, was appointed

to EPA’s Animal Agriculture and Water
Quality Federal Advisory Committee
Subcommittee. This group is examining
water pollution from animal feeding oper-
ations and recommending Clean Water
Act (CWA) improvements. Members
represent research institutions, utilities,
regulatory agencies, local governments,
environmental and community groups,
and the agricultural industry. Its forma-
tion follows calls for accountability and
regulatory reform, including a petition by
Waterkeeper Alliance and over 50 stake-
holders, including 12 Waterkeeper
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groups, advocating for better CAFO
oversight. Although the petition was
denied, the agency acknowledged it as a
compelling case for enhancing the CAFO
program, prompting EPA to explore ways
to strengthen CWA permitting and meet
executive orders aimed at advancing
environmental justice.

Additionally, Waterkeeper Alliance and
23 Waterkeeper groups joined a coalition
of environmental, animal welfare,

and community advocates to submit
comments to EPA, urging a requirement
for industrial animal feeding operations
to comply with the Emergency Planning
and Community Right-to-Know Act
(EPCRA). Despite acknowledging the
dangers of ammonia and hydrogen
sulfide emissions, the agency has
exempted these facilities from EPCRA
compliance for nearly two decades.

The coalition’s comments called for the
immediate reporting of toxic emissions,
reinforcing the need for transparency
and accountability in protecting public
health and ensuring fair treatment of
vulnerable communities.

To combat greenwashing tactics in the
industry and promote scientifically sound
and effective solutions to climate change,
Waterkeeper Alliance and Savannah
Riverkeeper traveled to Washington, D.C.,
to raise awareness about the dangers of
factory farm biogas. We emphasized that
this approach is harmful and misleading,
rather than a protective measure for
affected communities. Together, we
called for the termination of policies and
funding that support its expansion.

CULTIVATING COMMUNITY
CHANGE AGENTS

Waterkeeper Alliance partnered with
the Catawba College Center for the
Environment for the second annual
Clean Water Advocacy Boot Camp in
New Bern, North Carolina. Over ten
days, students from Catawba College
and Wake Forest University engaged
in immersive learning experiences,
both in the classroom and in the field.
The program featured flyovers of local
CAFOs, meetings with community
leaders, and a water sampling demon-
stration led by Waterkeeper Alliance and
Cape Fear Riverkeeper.

Students also explored sustainable
fisheries, toured an oyster hatchery,
learned about regenerative farming
practices, and paddled the Neuse River
with Neuse Riverkeeper. They heard
firsthand from Waterkeeper groups—
including Haw Riverkeeper, Hurricane
Creekkeeper, Lumber Riverkeeper,

and White Oak Waterkeeper—about
water quality challenges and discussed
collaborative approaches to creating
change in their communities.

STRENGTHENING THE
‘SLAUGHTERHOUSE RULE’

In January, EPA proposed new water
pollution control standards for
slaughterhouses and rendering facilities,
addressing nitrogen and phosphorus
pollution that contributes to toxic algal
blooms and “dead zones.” This action
resulted from lawsuits filed by Waterkeeper
Alliance, Waterkeepers Chesapeake, Cape
Fear Riverkeeper, and others, leading to

a consent decree requiring the agency to
propose new standards by December 2023
and finalize them by August 2025.

Following the consent decree, Waterkeeper
Alliance prepared comments on the
standards and collaborated with partners,
including Black Warrior Riverkeeper, to
advocate for strong regulations. During the
public comment period, we testified in favor
of enhanced water quality standards, with
support from multiple Waterkeeper groups
and mobilization of 3,800 advocates through
our Dive Into Democracy action alert.

To bolster this effort, Waterkeeper
Alliance hosted a webinar for Waterkeeper
groups to discuss legal strategies

related to slaughterhouses and advocacy
opportunities. We also submitted detailed
comments emphasizing the need for
improved standards and conducted
watershed evaluations in 15 areas,
showcasing the environmental impacts of
these facilities and advocating for effective
pollution control measures.




LEVERAGING
THE LAW

DEMANDING ACCOUNTABILITY
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS
Waterkeeper Alliance, Bayou City
Waterkeeper, Black Warrior Riverkeeper,
San Antonio Bay Estuarine Waterkeeper,
and Tennessee Riverkeeper, represented
by the Environmental Integrity Project,
filed our opening brief in the 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals challenging the agency’s
decades-long failure to update outdated
technology-based water pollution limits
under the CWA for some of the nation’s
largest industrial sources of nutrient
and toxic pollution. This has resulted in a
failure to adopt modern pollution control
technologies that are legally required

to prevent harmful discharges into our
rivers, streams, and lakes.

HALTING HAZARDOUS WASTE
Waterkeeper Alliance filed a Notice of
Intent to sue EPA under the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act for
failing to respond to a legal petition

to classify phosphogypsum as
hazardous waste.

In response to a lawsuit filed by
Waterkeeper Alliance, Hudson
Riverkeeper, Save the Sound/Long
Island Soundkeeper, NY/NJ Baykeeper,
and other partner groups, the New

York State Supreme Court ordered

the New York City Department of
Environmental Protection to notify the
public about combined sewage over-
flow (CSO0) discharges as required by
New York’s Sewage Protection Right

to Know Act. Each year, approximately
21 billion gallons of untreated sewage
flow into New York City's coastal waters
through 460 CSO outfalls across the five
boroughs. These discharges typically
occur during heavy rainstorms that
overwhelm outdated combined sewer
systems, which carry both wastewater
and stormwater in the same pipe,
posing serious public and environ-
mental health risks.

We filed a Notice of Intent to sue
EPA for not complying with its
mandatory duty under CWA Section
305(b) to submit biennial water
quality reports to Congress. The
agency has failed to submit 305(b)
reports during the last three
reporting cycles—2019, 2021, and
2023—and, as a result, has deprived
Congress and the public of critical
information that is needed to
address deficiencies leading to more
than 50% of the nation’s waters
remaining impaired by pollution.

Waterkeeper Alliance, Puget
Soundkeeper, Friends of Toppenish
Creek, Food and Water Watch,
Sierra Club, and Center for Food
Safety, represented by Western

10 | WATERKEEPER ALLIANCE 2024 IMPACT REPORT

Environmental Law Center and Public
Justice, filed a Motion for Summary
Judgment appealing the Washington
Department of Ecology’s (DOE) Combined
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System CAFO General Permit and
associated State Discharge Permit.

The appeal cited multiple violations

of state and federal law, including
conflicts with federal requirements for
land application of animal waste, lack

of required water quality monitoring,
failure to meet surface and groundwater
quality standards, noncompliance with
technology-based standards for waste
storage and composting, and insufficient
public engagement in developing
effluent limitations. In response, the
Washington DOE conceded errors on
multiple issues and requested that

the unlawful permits be remanded to
address concerns about land application,
groundwater monitoring, public notice,
and waste storage.

The Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) revised its National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) regulations to revoke
an illegal exclusion of Farm Service
Agency loans from NEPA requirements.
This exclusion, added in July 2020,
exempted federal funding for CAFOs

and slaughterhouses from NEPA

review before approving loans or loan
guarantees. CEQ's removal of this
exemption addressed claims in a pending
2020 lawsuit filed by Waterkeeper
Alliance, Waterkeepers Chesapeake, lowa
Citizens for Community Improvement,
Animal Legal Defense Fund, Association
of Irritated Residents, and the Institute
for Agriculture and Trade Policy, allowing
the lawsuit to be discontinued.

DEFENDING AGAINST

DIRTY FOSSIL FUELS
Waterkeeper Alliance, along with
Colorado Riverkeeper and partner
organizations, filed a lawsuit in 2019
challenging federal rights-of-way
granted to Enefit, an Estonian mining
company planning a large-scale indus-
trial operation in Utah’s Uinta Basin to
mine and process oil shale—one of the
dirtiest sources of crude oil. Enefit aimed
to build the nation’s first commercial oil
shale mine and processing plant, strip
mining hundreds of millions of tons of
rock to produce over 18 million barrels
of synthetic crude oil annually for more
than 30 years, with carbon emissions

up to 75% higher than conventional oil.
In September 2023, facing additional
legal pressure regarding water rights
for the project, Enefit announced it would
abandon its shale oil leases in Utah,
likely ending the threat of commercial oil
shale mining and processing in the U.S.

PROTECTING AT-RISK PEOPLE
We worked to protect environmental
rights under international law by filing an
amicus brief to recognize environmental
defenders as a vulnerable group within
the Inter-American Human Rights System
and to outline the obligations of states
for their protection.

We also filed an amicus brief with

Snake River Waterkeeper, Bayou City
Waterkeeper, and other partners in
support of the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
of the Fort Hall Reservation in their
victory to block a land exchange with the
U.S. Department of the Interior and J.R.
Simplot Co., which would have allowed
for increased phosphogypsum disposal.

In September 2023, Waterkeeper Alliance, alongside Lower Susquehanna
Riverkeeper, Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper, and Waterkeepers
Chesapeake, all represented by the Center for Biological Diversity, scored a
significant legal victory against the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
for denying Endangered Species Act protection to Eastern hellbender sala-
manders—a crucial indicator species sensitive to pollution and dependent
on clean, fast-moving waters. With nearly 80% of their populations already
lost due to various environmental threats, the court ruled that the USFWS
must reassess its decision, which had been based on unproven popula-
tion-augmentation efforts and failed to address sedimentation, a primary
threat to the species.

BLOCKING WETLANDS DESTRUCTION

We joined a plaintiff group, including Atchafalaya Basinkeeper, the
Louisiana Crawfish Producers Association-West, Healthy Gulf, Sierra Club
and its Delta Chapter, to file a lawsuit challenging the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers’ approval of the Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration
Authority’s East Grand Lake project in Louisiana’s Atchafalaya Basin. This
lawsuit, presented by the Environmental Law Clinic at Tulane University
School, contests the Corps’ issuance.

. /
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ADVOCATING
FOR ACTION

DIVE INTO DEMOCRACY

Our supporters joined us in pressing for the strongest possible
environmental regulations in order to protect our waterways and the
communities that depend on them. In fiscal year 2024, over 24,000
participants took more than 47,000 actions in support of clean water.

We rallied our supporters to contact their members of Congress to
support the Reducing Waste in National Parks Act, which would help
eliminate the use of disposable plastic products in the United States
National Park System.

We encouraged EPA to extend strong and protective CWA
quality standards for all Tribal waters that currently lack these
essential protections.

We twice urged our supporters to contact their members of Congress
to pass the Break Free From Plastic Pollution Act, a sweeping but
common-sense approach to addressing the plastic pollution crisis.

We encouraged our supporters to contact the White House about
finalizing the strongest possible rulemaking surrounding the National
Environmental Policy Act and to work with partners to ensure it
continues to serve as a bridge, not a barrier, to a clean energy future.

We called on our supporters in North Carolina to contact their state’s
Department of Environmental Quality requesting they reform their
permitting process and finally put an end to the CAFO crisis.

We urged EPA to finalize the most strident discharge standards for
slaughterhouses and rendering plants

We called on EPA to stop exempting factory farms from reporting their
hazardous air pollution as required by the Emergency Planning and
Community Right-to-Know Act.

We urged EPA to finalize the strongest and most durable methane waste
emissions charge regulations.

We called on our supporters to contact Transportation Secretary
Buttigieg imploring him to finalize the Gas Pipeline Leak Detection
and Repair Rule.

We rallied our supporters to urge EPA to list additional PFAS
compounds as hazardous and also to contact their members of Congress
to fully fund contamination cleanup throughout the country.
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BRINGING JUSTICE

Waterkeepers around the world mobilize
the law and local impact to address critical
water quality issues and push for systemic
change in their communities.

Anacostia Riverkeeper (District of
Columbia, U.S.) celebrated a $57 million
settlement for toxic contamination of
the Anacostia River, as well as the U.S.
capital city’s soil and groundwater.

Baltimore Harbor Waterkeeper,
Gunpowder Riverkeeper, Potomac
Riverkeeper Network, and Waterkeepers
Chesapeake (Maryland, U.S.) filed
lawsuits against Maryland’s flawed
Industrial Stormwater General Permit,
seeking stricter pollution controls.
Baltimore Harbor Waterkeeper and

their parent organization, Blue Water
Baltimore, also won a $1.3 million settle-
ment against Fleishman's Vinegar.

Black Warrior Riverkeeper
(Alabama, U.S.) filed a lawsuit against
Bluestone Coke for CWA violations.

Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper
(New York, U.S.) collaborated with
the New York Attorney General in a
significant lawsuit targeting corpo-
rations responsible for plastic
waste, highlighting the crucial role
of local Waterkeeper groupsa in
these legal battles.

Waterkeepers Chesapeake

(Maryland, U.S.) secured a significant
victory with a settlement requiring
Exelon to invest in environmental mitiga-
tion efforts related to Conowingo Dam.

Columbia Riverkeeper (Oregon, U.S.)
announced an agreement outlining a path
for Snake River dam removal.

L1

Congaree Riverkeeper (North

Carolina, U.S.) initiated legal proceed-
ings against a local manufacturer for
illegal PFAS dumping, while Cape Fear
Riverkeeper joined a factory-farm pollu-
tion lawsuit against EPA.

Cook Inletkeeper (Alaska, U.S.) and
Earthjustice filed a lawsuit against
the Biden administration to halt oil
and gas leases in Alaska's Cook Inlet,
emphasizing the need for sustainable
energy practices.

Gan River Waterkeeper (China), in
collaboration with the Nanchang Qinggan
Environmental Exchange Center, won
their first case of public interest litiga-
tion regarding the water environment in
Qinggan Province. This milestone marks
the first public interest litigation case
initiated by a public interest organization
in Nanchang City.

Guayllabamba Waterkeeper (Ecuador)
successfully halted oil exploitation in
Yasuni National Park and prohibited all
types of mining in the Andean Chocé,
preventing further contamination

of local rivers.

Haw Riverkeeper (North Carolina, U.S.)
finalized a settlement with the City of
Burlington requiring significant measures
to control sources of PFAS pollution in
wastewater discharges.

Hudson Riverkeeper (New York, U.S.)
was awarded nearly $4 million for the
removal of a failing dam.

Lake Champlain Lakekeeper

(Vermont, U.S.) contributed to the passage

of The Flood Safety Act, a significant legis-
lative success for Vermont, enhancing
flood resilience and climate change
preparedness through a comprehensive
watershed approach.

London Waterkeeper (United Kingdom)
took decisive legal action against
industrial polluters discharging into the
Thames River. By demanding stricter
pollution controls and accountability
measures, this effort seeks to preserve
the river’s ecological integrity, safeguard
public health, and ensure compliance
with environmental regulations.

Mobile Baykeeper (Alabama, U.S.) made
significant progress in their lawsuit
against a local coal ash recycling
company and Alabama Power, following
plans to build a facility at the Plant Barry
site capable of sustainably recycling
700,000 tons of coal ash per year for use
in concrete products.

Potomac Riverkeeper Network (District
of Columbia, U.S.) and the Natural
Resources Defense Council are suing the
U.S. Navy over weapons testing in the
Potomac River, a case that has received
extensive media coverage.

San Diego Coastkeeper (California, U.S.)
filed a notice of intent against BNSF
Railway for spilling nurdles into
California waterways.

Spring Creek Coalition (Oklahoma, U.S.),
a Waterkeeper Alliance affiliate, scored
a major victory in their legal challenge
to permits issued by the Oklahoma
Department of Agriculture (ODA) for
massive poultry feeding operations
(PFOs) in their watershed. The court's
order secured advanced public notice
and the opportunity for public comment
in future permitting and annual permit
renewals, deeming dry litter PFOs with
more than 125,000 birds to be CAFOs
subject to regulation under the CWA,
obligating the ODA to address air and
water pollution from these facilities.

Tar Creekkeeper (Oklahoma, U.S.)
achieved a major victory in their long
battle over extensive flooding caused by
Grand River Dam Authority’s operations.

Tennessee Riverkeeper (Alabama, U.S.)
filed a lawsuit against a local real estate
investor, claiming their actions have been
polluting the Cumberland River.

Three Rivers Waterkeeper
(Pennsylvania, U.S.) sent a formal notice
of intent to sue BVPV Styrenics LLC and
its parent company, Styropek USA, Inc.,
for alleged CWA violations at their plastic
manufacturing facility.

Upper Coosa Riverkeeper (Georgia, U.S.)
is suing to stop PFAS pollution in
northwest Georgia.

Upper Missouri Waterkeeper
(Montana, U.S.) sued the Montana
Department of Environmental Quality
over its statewide water pollution
permit for CAFOs.

Youghiogheny Riverkeeper
(Pennsylvania, U.S.) worked to oppose
a gas-fired power plant, which has now
been abandoned due to years of litiga-
tion and advocacy.
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PROTECTING WATERS

WORLDWIDE

Wherever they are in the world, our Waterkeeper groups are fighting polluters, educating and

engaging communities, and working together to improve their watersheds for future generations.

In a inspiring display of community
engagement, Apalachicola Riverkeeper
(Florida, U.S.) coordinated a kayaking
journey known as RiverTrek, involving
Florida volunteers in a week-long
expedition. This initiative raises aware-
ness about the Apalachicola River’s
ecological importance, compelling action
to preserve its unique biodiversity and
cultural heritage.

Photo Credit: Waterkeepers Bangladesh

Waterkeepers Bangladesh (Bangladesh)
co-led the “We Demand for Reparations”
movement, urging carbon-producing
countries to address the climate crisis
from unchecked industrialization and
end fossil fuel financing. This effort
included a symbolic protest rally with
The Asian Peoples’ Movement on Debt
and Development at the Meghnaghat
Power Plant in Narayanganj.
Additionally, Sharif Jamil, the Buriganga
Riverkeeper and head of Waterkeepers
Bangladesh, organized and spoke at a
roundtable discussion on China's Green
and Low Carbon Development Policy

at Waterkeeper Alliance’s New York
office, co-hosted by several organi-
zations, including People of Asia for
Climate Solutions.

Bocas de Ceniza Waterkeeper
(Colombia) was recognized for its
effective strategies in enhancing water
quality and engaging communities
along Colombia’s Magdalena River. In
collaboration with the Universidad del
Magdalena and its Waterkeeper part-
ners—including Los Cabos Coastkeeper
(Mexico), Guayllabamba Waterkeeper
Ecuador), Cartagena Waterkeeper
Colombia), Tijuana Waterkeeper
Mexico), and Maule-Itata Coastkeeper
Chile)—they also organized a discus-
sion on the challenges of ensuring
access to environmental justice

in Latin America.

(
(
(
(

Brisbane Riverkeeper (Australia)
launched a comprehensive flood manage-
ment strategy designed to mitigate the
impacts of extreme weather events.

By integrating modern hydrological
techniques with community education,
the strategy enhances resilience and
protects Australia’s Brisbane River
ecosystem, providing a model for adap-
tive environmental management.

Cahaba Riverkeeper (Alabama, U.S.)
Executive Director, Dr. Myra Crawford,
was recognized with the
2024 River Hero Award by
Alabama Rivers Alliance.

Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper

(Alabama, U.S.) Jason
Ulseth was recognized
by the Fulton County
Board of Commissioners
with a 2023
Environmental Award.

-
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Photo Credit: Guayllabamba Waterkeeper

Coosa Riverkeeper (Alabama, U.S.)
Justinn Overton received the Floyd
L. Donald Community Service
Award and River Network’s national
River Hero Award.

Gomti River Waterkeeper (India) has
worked to secure the Gomti, a tribu-
tary of the River Ganga, with its own
ecological task force for its protection
and rejuvenation.

Guayllabamba Waterkeeper (Ecuador)
launched an ecotourism initiative
connecting Ecuador and the United
States, allowing Waterkeeper volun-
teers to participate in river cleanups,
learn about the history of Quito, and
engage with the old-growth forests

and communities in the area. This

effort included a celebration of World
Rivers Day, where they led a “minga”
(collective and voluntary work) to clean
the beaches of the San Pedro River, a
tributary of the Guayllabamba. More than
150 volunteers participated in the event,
collecting nearly half a ton of garbage.
They also presented their “mingas”
exposition at the IV International Inland
Water Symposium.

Hindon River Waterkeeper (India) Raman
Kant was recognized for his work on

the Neem River by the Prime Minister of
India, Shri Narendra Modi.

Waterkeepers Iraq (Irag) was given

the Elevate Prize GET LOUD Award for
protecting the rivers and waterways of
the Tigris-Euphrates Basin. Waterkeepers
Iraq is fighting for the rivers and water-
ways of the Tigris-Euphrates Basin. They
work tirelessly to monitor pollutants

and find innovative solutions to protect
waters, advocate for legislation to protect
rivers and their surrounding communi-
ties, and raise awareness among commu-
nities, from children to decision-makers.
Waterkeepers Iraq is the first Elevate
Prize GET LOUD awardee in Irag and in
the Middle East.

Kolkata Waterkeeper (India) mobilized
local communities for extensive cleanup
activities along India’s Ganges River. By
promoting environmental awareness and
sustainable practices, these efforts aim
to reduce pollution, enhance river health,
and cultivate a culture of stewardship
among residents, contributing to long-
term ecological restoration.

Lagos Lagoon Waterkeeper (Nigeria)
welcomed Professor K. Sian Davies-
Vollom, Co-Chair of the Resilient Lagoon
Network (RLN), to Lagos as part of the
ongoing RLN project. This initiative aims
to pilot a management framework to
enhance the resilience and sustainability
of coastal lagoons in West Africa.

Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper
(Pennsylvania, U.S.) Ted Evgeniadis

was recognized as one of York County,
Pennsylvania's most influential individuals
working in activism and social justice.

Mahanadi River Waterkeeper (India)
kicked off a Plastic-Free Picnic Challenge
campaign, which aims to reduce use of
single-use plastic and promote green
products in the natural areas that are
visited by hundreds of thousands of
people each year.

Milwaukee Riverkeeper Cheryl Nenn
(Wisconsin, U.S.) was honored by the
Mayor of Milwaukee, Wisconsin who
declared August 30th as Cheryl Nenn Day
by way of official proclamation.

Orange County Coastkeeper
(California, U.S.) was nominated as a
2024 California Nonprofit of the Year
for its innovative policy advocacy,
public education, and community
engagement to safeguard California’s
coastal waters, addressing issues like
urban runoff, habitat restoration, and
marine conservation.

Ottawa Riverkeeper (Canada) released
a new, comprehensive Watershed Report
Card for the Ottawa River.

Photo Credit: SetiGandaki River Waterkeeper

SetiGandaki River Waterkeeper, Trishuli
River Waterkeeper, and Waterkeepers
Nepal (Nepal) organized a public hearing
against the proposed Super Trishuli HEP
Dam. This dam is set to be located in the
middle section of the most renowned
rafting route along the river, which

will impact the white-water tourism
business and the livelihoods of many
local residents.

Qiantang River Waterkeeper (China)
hosted a significant international forum in
Beijing, bringing together Waterkeepers
from around the world, including San
Diego Coastkeeper (U.S.), Upper Huai
River Waterkeeper (China), representa-
tives from Mekong Lana Waterkeeper,
and Ratana Kumphorn (Thailand). This
event sparked important discussions

on water conservation strategies and
fostered global collaboration, empha-
sizing the value of knowledge exchange

Welcome Jill Howell
as the new Penobscot
Bay Waterkeeper!

fer

Recognized for engaging local
residents in meaningful action
and spearheading projects that
improve the health of Penobscot
Bay, Jill has spent her career
focused on community-driven
conservation and water quality
initiatives. Under her leadership,
she is working in Maine to
launch successful water quality
monitoring and public awareness
programs as well as drive policy
changes through collaboration
with local organizations and
government entities to reduce
pollution and restore this

vital waterway.

Photo Credit: Upstream Watch

in addressing shared environmental
challenges. They also co-hosted a youth
water education forum for visiting
international students and participated
in the “One Qiantang River” ceremony,
celebrating river protection efforts.

Yarra Riverkeeper (Australia) hosted
their first ever Birrarung Riverfest, which
included art exhibitions, storytelling,
river cleanups, camping, cultural walks,
platypus monitoring, pollution patrols,
and a book launch.
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AMPLIFYING OUR
C O L L E CT I V E I M PACT NBELIANCE MEDIA HITS

e Waterkeeper Alliance’s Senior Attorney, Kelly Hunter Foster, was interviewed for a

Through media channels, events, and strategic partnerships, our outreach and engagement
efforts helped advance our three primary campaigns, highlighting critical issues and showcasing
the collective impact of our movement.

WEBSITE SESSIONS

TOTAL MEDIA PLACEMENTS TOTAL MEDIA REACH

1

G
= WEBSITE ¢
L VISITORS 2 <
TOP PERFORMING PLACEMENT QS > SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
CEO THOUGHT LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
Podcasts and Vodcasts Impakter News Platform
Rising Tide, Climate Clear, The Brand Called You: We kicked off a collaboration with Impakter, a global news
Engaged in discussions about the intersection of water platform focused on sustainability, reaching an audience of
advocacy and climate change. over 325,000. Quarterly contributions to the “Global Leaders
True Elements’ Water Matters Vodcast: Emphasized the View” editorial series, explored sustainability from economic,
critical need for clean water advocacy. social, and environmental perspectives.
“Expanding Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling is Incompatible
Speaking Engagements with a Livable Future” examined the public health,
Global Water Alliance 16th Annual Conference economic, environmental, and climate consequences
(Philadelphia) of new fossil fuel extraction projects, particularly in
SweetWater 420 Fest (Atlanta) traditionally non-oil-producing and climate-vulnerable
Accenture Lunch and Learn countries like Sénégal.
Molson-Coors Lunch and Learn “COP28 is a Historic Opportunity to Course-Correct Our
Global Warming Trajectory and Fully Pursue a Just
Publications and Sustainable Energy Transition” advocated for a full
Smart Water Bi-Monthly Magazine: Featured interview phase-out of fossil fuels, encouraging governments to
on water security. prohibit fossil fuel expansion and work toward a Fossil
Global H20 Digital News Volume 10: Expert spotlight Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty.
discussing a sustainable blue economy. “Pathway to a Plastic-Free Future: Mobilizing for Change
GreenMoney Journal: featured article titled, at INC-4” called for a plastic-free future by mobilizing
“The Economic and Water Impacts of the EPA's change with a strong, enforceable Global Plastics Treaty.

Slaughterhouse Rule.”

Consumer Reports article, “CR's Guide to Better, Safer Drinking Water,” a Greenwire/

E&E News article, "Ohio Launches First-of-its-Kind PFAs Testing Effort,” and a WATERKEEPER' ALLIANCE
ColoradoNewsline.com article, “Colorado Charts New Protections for State Waters

Left Vulnerable by Supreme Court Ruling.”

Waterkeeper Alliance’s General Counsel and Legal Director, Daniel E. Estrin,

was quoted in this AL.com article: “Hellbender Salamander in Alabama Could EQUITY IN EVERY

Get Endangered Status After Judge’s Ruling” and in this Greenwire article: DROP PODCAST

“3 Impacts of EPA's State Water Permitting Rule.” We proudly launched the Equity In

. Every Drop podcast series, which
Climate and Safe Energy Campa el .
delves into the diverse voices, expe-

e Leading up to COP28, Waterkeeper Alliance and Waterkeepers Bahamas riences, and perspectives of our global

were interviewed by Eyewitness News Bahamas, urging governments Waterkeeper movement.

to support a strong treaty and swiftly transition to safer, cleaner energy Placing in the top 25% of newly
sources. Waterkeeper Alliance was also interviewed in Dubai by UDN launched podcasts within its first week,
Taiwan Media regarding the severe impacts of climate change and fossil it serves as a platform for meaningful
fuels on our water resources. conversations about critical issues threat-
Waterkeeper Alliance’s partnership with True Elements was ening our waters and the actions needed
highlighted in a Governing.com article, “Warming Climate, Human to promote environmental equity, advance
Impacts Make Better Data About Rivers Essential.” justice, and protect everyone's right

p F p Wat C R | to clean water.
ure Farms, Fure yvaters Gl Released monthly, the first three series

e Waterkeeper Alliance’s Pure Farms, Pure Waters NC Campaign highlight the work of our three primary

Coordinator Larry Baldwin and Lumber Riverkeeper Jeff Currie were campaigns: Climate and Safe Energy
featured in a French documentary, produced by Enquéte exclusive for (March-August 2024), Pure Farms, Pure
Programme TV Ouest France, that investigated U.S. industrial animal Waters (September 2024-February
agriculture practices, including the harmful impacts to local communities 2025), and Clean Water Defense

from poultry CAFOs. Larry also authored a published opinion-editorial (March-August 2025).

about agricultural water contamination in The Salisbury-Post. The content is promoted through
Waterkeeper Alliance published an opinion-editorial in The New Bern our website, social media, emails,
Sun-Journal about how hurricanes are spreading factor farm pollution in newsletters, and partner

North Carolina. networks to maximize reach
Waterkeeper Alliance was mentioned in an E&E News article, “EPA Pressed and engagement.

On Cost, Strength Of Slaughterhouse Water Rule.”

With the support of Waterkeeper Alliance, Reverend Jimmy Melvin, pastor of

Mt. Zion AME Zion Church in Magnolia, North Carolina, wrote a powerful op-ed for

The Fayetteville Observer about the impacts of harmful hog pollution on his congregation

and community, urgently calling for EPA to adopt stronger pollution standards for

slaughterhouses.

GLOBAL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM
The Global Ambassador Program was also introduced this year
to empower individuals worldwide to advocate for clean water
in their communities. Our inaugural ambassadors, Reverend
- Dr. Gerald Durley (left) and Jax Davey (right), played a pivotal :
- A role in amplifying our message and engaging with diverse audi- ;

' F - ;
\ ¢ ences to promote sustainable water practices globally.
Rev. Dr. Durley Jax Davey
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WHO IS WATERKEEPER

Each year, we shine a light on the work and impact of one Waterkeeper each month.

Though they are separated by distance, they are united in our common mission of

providing clean water for all.

Milwaukee Riverkeeper

Cheryl Nenn

Cheryl has been the Milwaukee Riverkeeper since 2003,
leading initiatives to restore the health of Milwaukee's

rivers. She combats urban pollution through advocacy and
community engagement, addressing critical issues like
stormwater runoff and industrial discharges to enhance water
quality for over a million residents.

Lake Champlain Lakekeeper

Julie Silverman

As the Lake Champlain Lakekeeper, Julie focuses on tackling
cyanobacteria outbreaks and biodiversity loss. She advocates
for sustainable agricultural practices and climate resilience
to protect this vital freshwater resource and the communities
that depend on it for drinking water.

Spokane Riverkeeper

Jerry White, Jr.

Motivated by a lifelong connection to the river, Jerry became
the Spokane Riverkeeper in 2014. He champions fisheries and
river protection, advocating for policies that safeguard water
quality and support native fish populations against pollution
and development pressures.
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West Virginia Headwaters Waterkeeper

Angie Rosser

Angie serves as the West Virginia Headwaters Waterkeeper,
distinguishing herself as the state’s only full-time advocate.
Originally from Ohio, she quickly made her way to West
Virginia, where she works to protect the pristine headwaters
and address the challenges faced by downstream

industrial urban centers.

Baltimore Harbor Waterkeeper

Alice Volpitta

Alice is the Baltimore Harbor Waterkeeper, addressing
stormwater runoff, rampant pollution, sewer overflows, and
climate change. Her work involves navigating the numerous
challenges that come with managing an urban watershed.

Lower Sesan River Waterkeeper

Bunleap Leaang

Bunleap is Cambodia’s Lower Sesan River Waterkeeper,
representing a watershed that provides drinking water to
nearly 100,000 people. He faces significant threats from
existing and proposed hydropower dams, advocating for
the protection of this crucial resource.

Los Angeles Waterkeeper

Bruce Reznik

Bruce leads the Los Angeles Waterkeeper in efforts to restore
the Los Angeles River and combat pollution throughout

L.A. County. His initiatives focus on community engagement and
advocating for policies to address industrial discharges and
urban runoff, aiming to revitalize urban waterways.

Black Warrior Riverkeeper

Nelson Brooke

For over two decades, Nelson has served as the Black Warrior
Riverkeeper in Alabama, fighting against industrial pollution.
Through strategic litigation and public advocacy, he works
tirelessly to ensure clean water for the communities and
ecosystems that rely on the river.

, %\
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Richmond Riverkeeper

Amanda Reichelt-Brushett

Amanda leads efforts to improve water quality and address
flood impacts in Australia’s Richmond River. Her work
advocates for better land use practices and raises awareness
of the historical and environmental factors affecting this

vital waterway.

Indian Riverkeeper

Jim Moir

Jim has been the Indian Riverkeeper since 2022, having
previously served on the board for several years. He is
passionate about protecting the unique lagoon system, which
stretches 156 miles along Florida's east coast and is rich in
biodiversity. He advocates for sustainable practices to combat
pollution, rapid development, and resource mismanagement
to preserve this vital ecosystem.

W . |

Bocas de Ceniza Waterkeeper

Liliana Guerrero

Since 2010, Liliana has been the Bocas de Ceniza Waterkeeper,
focusing on the protection of Colombia’s Magdalena River.

She emphasizes reducing pollution and improving access to
clean drinking water, tackling challenges posed by industrial
activities and urban expansion.

'l i
o ¥

London Waterkeeper

Theo Thomas

Theo founded London Waterkeeper in 2014 to address pollution
in the extensive network of rivers and waterways winding
through the English capital. By advocating for systemic
changes and public accountability, he aims to enhance urban
water quality and reconnect residents with their natural

water resources.
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NEWS FROM AROUND
THE MOVEMENT

Waterkeeper groups around the world continue to get recognized in,the press for their tireless work

protecting their local watersheds and communities. Here is a snapshot.of notable placements in 2024.

Photo Credit: Waterkeepers Bangladesh

Waterkeepers Bahamas (The Bahamas) was quoted in an
Eyewitness News article about a nationwide survey that found
overwhelming support for a permanent oil drilling ban.

Waterkeepers Bangladesh’s (Bangladesh) symbolic protest
rally with The Asian Peoples’ Movement on Debt and
Development at the Meghnaghat Power Plant was a featured
story in The Bangladesh Post.

Bargny Coast Waterkeeper (Sénégal) Fadel Wade was inter-
viewed on an episode of Croissance Verde about the negative
impacts of climate change.

Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper (New York, U.S.) Jill Jedlicka
spoke with NPR's Climate Desk about the plastics industry's
exploitation of throw-away culture, which has led to dire conse-
guences for our waterways, environment, and communities.

Guayllabamba Waterkeeper (Ecuador) Patricio Chambers was

featured in the documentary, La Vida de un Rio, about the
life of a river.
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Hann Baykeeper (Sénégal) Mbacké Seck was featured in a
Barron’s article about Sénégalese beach cleanups and by
Abena TV at COP28 about the devastating risks of oil and gas
exploitation in his coastal community.

Hawkesbury Nepean Waterkeeper (Australia) Dr. Michelle
Ryan was featured in an abc.net.au news article about plans

to stabilize an eroded creek bank in Penrith, New South Wales

that threatened platypus habitat.

Iraq Upper Tigris Waterkeeper (Irag) Nabil Musa's work was
heavily featured in a Foreign Policy article about the impact
climate change is having on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

London Waterkeeper (United Kingdom) Theo Thomas was
quoted in a BBC article and interviewed by /TV News about
illegal sewage spills in the English capital.

Long Island Soundkeeper (Connecticut, U.S.) Bill Lucey was
interviewed for an episode of WPKN Community Radio’s
Digging in the Dirt where he discussed eel migration from
Connecticut’s rivers and streams to the North Atlantic as well
as the challenges they faced during the journey.

Los Angeles Waterkeeper (California, U.S.) Bruce Reznik was
interviewed for a Los Angeles Times article, “The unloved
L.A. River just prevented a flood disaster. Can more of its
water be saved?”

Mobile Baykeeper (Alabama, U.S.) was featured in The New
York Times about protecting waterways from coal ash.

Miami Waterkeeper (Florida, U.S.) Dr. Rachel Silverstein was
profiled in an issue of Air Mail.

Middle Han River Waterkeeper’s (China) parent organiza-
tion, Green Hanjiang, was featured in a China Development
Brief about their new boat, which Waterkeeper Alliance
helped procure.

Poudre Waterkeeper Gary Wockner (Colorado, U.S.) was
featured in The New York Times about the Colorado River.

IMP TH as -
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Photo Credit: Kelly Marciniak
Seneca Lake Guardian (New York, U.S.), a Waterkeeper Alliance
Affiliate, was quoted in The New York Times about its oppo-
sition of a proposed expansion of New York’s largest landfill,
Seneca Meadows.

Savannah Riverkeeper (Georgia, U.S.) Tonya Bonitatibus was
quoted in a USA TODAY article about PFAS testing.

Tampa Bay Waterkeeper (Florida, U.S.) Justin Tramble
discussed the lack of transparency in an NPR story about the
U.S. Coast Guard's investigation of an oil spill at Port Manatee
that caused over 19,000 gallons of polluted water.

Three Rivers Waterkeeper (Pennsylvania, U.S.) and Mountain
Watershed Association co-wrote an opinion-editorial about
plastics pollution in Pennsylvania rivers for TribLive.

Tijuana Waterkeeper (Mexico) Margarita Diaz wrote an op-ed
for The San Diego Union-Tribune about a holistic solution to a
sewage crisis.

Upper Missouri Waterkeeper (Montana, U.S.) Guy Alsentzer
was quoted in a The New York Times about groundwater levels.

Yadkin Riverkeeper (North Carolina, U.S.) was featured in

The Winston-Salem Journal about its installation of a “Trash
Trout,” that traps litter in Silas Creek as part of a Waterkeepers
Carolina Environmental Enhancement Grant funded project.
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FINANCIALS

REVENUE

G

B Individuals
Corporations
Direct Mail
Foundations
Other

Total Revenue

Income

Program Expenses
Fundraising Expenses
Administrative Expenses

End of the Year Net Assets

$3,904,402
$359,901
$593,967
$1,346,087
$309,240
$6,513,597

$6,513,597
$5,996,774
$818,999
$548,103
$3,363,993

B Program

B Fundraising

Administration

End of Year Net Assets

The numbers above represent unaudited financials and are subject to change
upon audit completion. Final numbers will be available at waterkeeper.org.
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$5,996,774
$818,999
$548,103
$7,363,876

$3,363,993

DONORS

$1,000,000+
Foundation for the Carolinas

$250,000 - $999,999
Anonymous
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors

The Weissman Family Foundation, Inc.

$100,000 - $249,999
Anonymous

Liquid IV

Marisla Foundation

$50,000-$99,999

Michele and Gordon Brown
Environment Now

Estate of Patricia M. Virgil
Moore Futures Fund
Anthony and Jeanne Pritzker
Family Foundation
SweetWater Brewing Co.

$25,000- $49,999
Anonymous

Anonymous

Dancing Tides Foundation
Holly Gray and Roberta Stoll
Roy A. Hunt Foundation

Kay Family Foundation
Ridgemaker Advisors
Roaring Brook Family Foundation
Susan and Howard Rubin
Shake Shack

Turner Foundation

$10,000- $24,999

David and Diana Andrews Foundation
Berger Family Foundation

Joseph Braverman

The Fine and Greenwald Foundation
The Gunzenhauser- Chapin Fund

F. Daniel Gabel

Luke Hammarskjold

Leaves of Grass Fund

Drew F. Knowles

Scott McKay

Petite Reine Fund

Piedmont Trust Company

M. Piuze Foundation

The Scoob Trust Foundation

Solberg Manufacturing Charitable Fund

Joanne and Cyrus Spurlino
Target Circle

Margaretta Taylor

Dennis Webb

Alexandra and Kent Weed
Weeden Foundation

Linden and Judith Welch Charitable Fund

The Wilson Family Foundation
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$5,000-$9,999

Atwater Kent Foundation, Inc.
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Donald & Carole Chaiken Foundation
Crumbley Family Charitable Fund
Marcia Donley

Rafael Fogel

Give Lively Foundation, Inc.
Goldman Environmental Foundation
Greater Milwaukee Foundation

The S & C Harvest Foundation
Cindy Hintz

Holdfast Collective

Rowland & Sylvia Schaefer

Family Foundation

William Smith

Elizabeth Steele



BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Our Board of Directors brings a wealth of experience and a commitment to clean water and environmental justice.

Each member contributes unique insights and expertise, guiding Waterkeeper Alliance in its mission to protect

waterways and empower communities around the globe.

Tonya Bonitatibus
Savannah Riverkeeper
Chair, Fiscal Sponsorship Committee

Bruno Monteferri
Marandn Waterkeeper

Kristen L. Moore

Cheryl Nenn
Milwaukee Riverkeeper

Betsy Nicholas
Waterkeepers Chesapeake

Bruce Reznik
Los Angeles Waterkeeper
Chair, Governance & Nominating Committee
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Glenn R. Rink
Chair, Board of Directors and Executive Committee

Laura Turner Seydel

Lessing Stern

Theo Thomas
London Waterkeeper
Chair, Audit Committee

Kent Weed
Co-Chair, External Affairs Committee

Yvonne Zappulla
Treasurer
Chair, Finance & Investment Committee

THANK YOU

We are deeply grateful to all our supporters, partners, and volunteers. Your commitment
and passion drive our success and help us achieve our mission of clean water for all.
Together, we can continue to protect and restore waterways around the world, ensuring a
healthier and more sustainable future for generations to come.
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