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The Lake Erie Basin1 drains 30,140 square miles 
of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, New York 
Pennsylvania, and Ontario. Lake Erie, the 
shallowest of the five Great Lakes, provides 
drinking water to 11 million people.2 Western 
Lake Erie, with a watershed covering almost 6 
million acres,3 is the warmest, shallowest, and 
most biologically productive part of the Great 
Lakes, and it is often a water quality trend 
indicator for all the Great Lakes.  
 
Lake Erie became the poster child for the benefits of the 1972 Clean Water Act – going from 
extensive Harmful Algal Blooms (“HABs”) into the early 1980’s to almost no harmful algae at 
the turn of the century. The Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement4 (“GLWQA”) set 
phosphorus reduction targets in the 1972 agreement, which were ultimately deemed 
successful,5 and by the 1990’s, the HABs were nearly non-existent. Unfortunately, that 
progress was lost due to increasing nutrient and other pollutant loading from point and 
nonpoint sources in the basin with the result being annual, massive HABs that can generally 
cover 300 to over 700 square miles of Lake Erie each summer.  
 

According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration6 (“NOAA”), “Western Lake Erie has been 
plagued by an increase of HABs intensity over the past 
decade. These blooms consist of cyanobacteria or 
blue-green algae, which are capable of producing 
toxins that pose a risk to human and animal health, foul 
coastlines, and impact communities and businesses 
that depend on the lake.” In 2014, for example, over 
500,000 people in Toledo, Ohio were told not to drink 
the treated water due to the presence of an algal toxin, 
microcystin, in the public water supply’s intake from an 

enormous harmful algae bloom7 in Lake Erie. Because of this, the 2012 GLWQA Annex 48 
established new phosphorus loading reduction targets in 2016, which have yet to be met. 

U.S. EPA 

https://www.lakeeriewaterkeeper.org/lake-erie-facts.html
https://www.epa.gov/greatlakes/lake-erie#:~:text=About%20one%2Dthird%20of%20the,eleven%20million%20of%20these%20inhabitants.
https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners/urban-waters-and-western-lake-erie-basin-near-toledo-ohio#:~:text=Western%20Lake%20Erie%20Basin%20(WLEB,water%20source%20for%20the%20WLEB.
https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners/urban-waters-and-western-lake-erie-basin-near-toledo-ohio#:~:text=Western%20Lake%20Erie%20Basin%20(WLEB,water%20source%20for%20the%20WLEB.
https://www.epa.gov/glwqa
https://www.ijc.org/en/great-lakes-water-quality-agreement-turns-50#:~:text=The%201972%20agreement%20focused%20on,communities%20to%20limit%20phosphorus%20input.
https://www.ijc.org/en/great-lakes-water-quality-agreement-turns-50#:~:text=The%201972%20agreement%20focused%20on,communities%20to%20limit%20phosphorus%20input.
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/science-areas/habs/hab-forecasts/lake-erie/#:~:text=Western%20Lake%20Erie%20has%20been,that%20depend%20on%20the%20lake.
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/science-areas/habs/hab-forecasts/lake-erie/#:~:text=Western%20Lake%20Erie%20has%20been,that%20depend%20on%20the%20lake.
https://www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution/photos-lakes-and-after-algal-blooms#:~:text=Lake%20Erie%2C%20Ohio,-Photo%3A%20U.S.%20EPA&text=In%202014%2C%20a%20toxic%20algal,contact%20with%20their%20tap%20water.
https://www.epa.gov/glwqa/recommended-binational-phosphorus-targets


 
 

 
Page 2 of 19  Attachment 1 – Lake Erie Waterkeeper 

For example, Annex 4 established a 40% load reduction target for Total Phosphorus entering 
the Central and Western Lake Erie Basins, a 40% reduction in spring Total and Soluble 
Reactive Phosphorus loads to numerous specific watersheds, and plans for the adoption of 
a 0.5 mg/l Total Phosphorus limit9 on municipal wastewater treatment plants discharging 
more than 1 MGD into the Lake Ontario and Lake Erie Basins.  
 
Meat and Poultry Products (“MPP”) facilities are a major source of inadequately controlled, 
and largely unmentioned,10 nutrients and other water pollutants in the Lake Erie Basin, 
impacting rivers, lakes, and streams throughout the watershed in addition to Lake Erie itself. 

EPA has identified at least 85 potential MPP 
facilities that are either discharging waste 
directly or indirectly through municipal 
wastewater treatment plants (“WWTPs”), or 
are deemed “non-discharging,” in the Lake 
Erie Basin, but often little information is 
publicly available about these facilities. See 
Appendix 1. The Lake Erie Basin is also 
impacted by pollution from a large number 

of Animal Feeding Operations (“AFOs”), contributing to the pollution load from this industry. 
For example, an analysis11 of the Western Lake Erie Basin identified more than 2,500 AFOs 
housing roughly 400,000 cows, 1.8 million hogs, and nearly 24 million chickens and turkeys 
in the basin, and a 2019 report12 documented how largely unregulated AFO pollution in the 
Maumee River watershed helps to fuel Lake Erie’s HABs.  
 
The Maumee Watershed Nutrient TMDL13 establishes Individual NPDES Wasteload 
Allocations14 (“WLAs”) on Total Phosphorus for at least three directly discharging MPP 
facilities and 11 WWTPs that are either known or suspected to be receiving waste discharges 
from MPP facilities. The TMDL does not address the other pollutants typically discharged by 
MPP facilities. It is notable that at least 12 of the 39 total point source dischargers that 
received WLAs are either a directly discharging MPP facility or a WWTP that may be receiving 
MPP wastewater, highlighted in yellow on Table A4.5 (below) from the TMDL. Table A4.5 
shows these facilities and their substantial existing spring total phosphorus loading to the 
Maumee watershed from 2017-2021. In 2021, directly discharging MPP facilities contributed 
the following spring loads of Total Phosphorus to the Maumee River – Campbell Soup Supply 
(3.5 metric tons), Cooper Farms Cooked Meats (0.10 metric tons), and G.A. Wintzer and Son 
Co. (1.4 metric tons). This underscores the need for more stringent Effluent Limitation 
Guidelines (“ELGs”) to reduce pollution discharges from MPP facilities. 

MPP Facilities  

https://ijc.org/en/who/mission/glwqa/annex4
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2018-03/documents/us_dap_final_march_1.pdf
https://www.ewg.org/research/ewg-analysis-western-lake-erie-basin-newly-identified-animal-feeding-operation-hot-spots
https://www.ewg.org/news-insights/news/manure-unregulated-factory-farms-fuels-lake-eries-toxic-algae-blooms
https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/surface-water/reports-data/maumee-river-watershed
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/tmdl/MaumeeNutrient/Appendix-4-Individual-NPDES-Wasteload-Allocations-Final.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/tmdl/MaumeeNutrient/Appendix-4-Individual-NPDES-Wasteload-Allocations-Final.pdf
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Indirect Discharging Facilities: 

Based on a map of indirectly discharging MPP facilities produced by EPA as part of the 
current ELG rulemaking and an electronic dataset from EPA, it appears that many of the 
facilities in the Lake Erie Basin are indirect dischargers through municipal WWTPs. Due to 
the nature of permitting for these facilities under the federal Clean Water Act and state/local 
laws, access to monitoring and permitting records is often limited. EPA has not established 
national pretreatment standards for indirectly discharging MPP facilities and, as a result, 
they are known to be significant contributors of pollutants to the nation’s waters and impose 
significant economic and environmental burdens on communities and WWTPs.  
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Approved Municipal Pretreatment Programs: 

In Ohio, many municipalities have been approved15 to implement the pretreatment program 
and issue permits directly under their local requirements. For example, the following 
municipalities have approved pretreatment programs, likely MPP facilities without individual 
industrial wastewater NPDES permits in their boundaries, and authorization to issue permits 
to significant industrial dischargers to their systems: Wapakoneta - 2PD00019 (4 MPP 
facilities), Sandusky - 2PF00001 (4 MPP facilities), and Lima 2PE00000 (4 MPP facilities). 
Permitting and discharge monitoring records for the MPP facilities in those cities are not 
available online from ECHO or Ohio EPA, however, one example – an approved program in 
Delphos, Ohio – demonstrates the impacts that the lack of national pretreatment standards 
can have on wastewater treatment systems, communities, and water quality. 

Delphos WWTP – This municipal wastewater treatment 
system serves a population of roughly 7,000 people in 
the Western Lake Erie Basin. Delphos WWTP has an 
average design flow of 3.83 MGD and discharges 
effluent into Jennings Creek, which is impaired by 
Ammonia, Nutrients, Organic Enrichment, Pathogens, 
and Sediment. Jennings Creek is a tributary to the 
Auglaize River, which in turn flows into the Maumee 
River – a major tributary of Lake Erie. The NPDES 
permit16 for Delphos WWTP does not have any limits on 
TKN, Nitrate-Nitrite, Metals, or Chlorides and it is 
authorized to discharge significant amounts of Total 
Phosphorus (weekly loading – 22 kg/day and weekly concentration – 1.5 mg/l). 

There are at least three potential MPP facilities in Delphos, but one of those MPP facilities is 
a significant industrial user permitted under Delphos’ approved pretreatment program – 
Lakeview Farms. According to the city, high organic loading17 attributed to the food 
processing flows coming from three industries located in Delphos results in waste 
equivalent to more than 50,000 people and the need for a facility that can handle wastewater 
loading from a population equivalent of 70,000.18 Lakeview Farms is the source of the 
majority of the flow19 to one of Delphos WWTP’s Lift Stations – Ricker Street Lift Station, 
which is the Lift Station that handles the majority of the town’s industrial wastewater flow.   

Multiple problems, including solids buildup and hydraulic flow problems, have caused the 
facility to not be able to function at its original design capacity and to violate the effluent 
limitations in its NPDES permit, resulting in the town and its citizens having to incur costs 
associated with expensive treatment plant upgrades.20 According to ECHO, those NPDES 
effluent limit violations are continuing with exceedances in 11 of the last 12 quarters for one 

https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/35/pretreatment/Approved_Program_Contacts.xlsx
https://echo.epa.gov/detailed-facility-report?fid=110039778005&ej_type=sup&ej_compare=US
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2PD00029.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2PD00029.pdf
https://thermalprocess.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Thermal-Process-Systems_White-Paper_Riddell.pdf
https://cityofdelphos.com/sites/default/files/Wastewater%20Overview.pdf
https://www.cityofdelphos.com/sites/default/files/2021%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://www.cityofdelphos.com/sites/default/files/2021%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://www.cityofdelphos.com/sites/default/files/6381%20WWTP%20MBR%20FNSI%20and%20LER.pdf
https://echo.epa.gov/detailed-facility-report?fid=110039778005&ej_type=sup&ej_compare=US
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or more of the following parameters: BOD, E. coli, Ammonia-N, D.O., Total Phosphorus, and 
Toxicity. Despite this reality, as of August of 2023, Lakeview Farms was reportedly asking21 
Delphos to provide additional sewer infrastructure, which requires additional funding from 
the town, to support the company’s $24-35 million plant expansion and an “express sewer” 
for a new plant called Rode’s Meats.  

ECHO data show that Delphos WWTP is contributing significant loading of multiple 
pollutants to Jennings Creek, including BOD (689,435 lbs./yr. – 2023), Total Nitrogen (24,206 
lbs./yr. – 2023), TDS (1,871,303 lbs./yr. – 2023), and TSS (808,109 lbs./yr. - 2023). 
 

 

Ohio EPA-Issued Pretreatment Permits: 

In other municipalities, Ohio EPA retains authority22 to issue significant industrial user 
permits23 to MPP and other industrial facilities that discharge into municipal WWTPs.  
Records relating to the discharges from MPP facilities into these WWTPs are also limited, 

https://www.delphosherald.com/news/community/lakeview-farms-asks-for-better-communication-on-project/article_f36f5e7e-36f3-11ee-9ada-17485811d132.html
https://echo.epa.gov/trends/loading-tool/reports/multi-year-loading?permit_id=110039778005
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/pretreatment/IDP-FS.pdf
https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/surface-water/permitting/indirect-discharge-permits
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however, it is clear from the available records for several locations that the significant 
industrial user permits and NPDES permits are not adequately controlling pollution from 
these facilities. For example:   

Amherst WPCC – This municipal wastewater 
treatment system24 serves a population of 
12,393 in the City of Amherst and a portion of 
Amherst Township. Amherst WPCC has an 
average design flow of 3.5 MGD and discharges 
effluent into Lower Beaver Creek, which is 
impaired by Pathogens and other causes. Lower 
Beaver Creek is located in the Central Lake Erie 
Basin and flows into Lake Erie. 

Amherst WPCC has one significant industrial user under the pretreatment program, an MPP 
facility – AdvancePierre Foods, Inc.,25 a wholly-owned subsidiary of Tyson Foods. According 
to ECHO, AdvancePierre Foods is located in an area with 6 EJ Indexes greater than the 80 
percentile within one mile of the facility, including wastewater discharges at 84. The 
pretreatment permit for this facility authorizes a flow rate of 50,000 GPD and it does not 
contain any concentration or loading limits on Ammonia-N, Pathogens, Total Nitrogen, TKN, 
Nitrate-Nitrite, Metals, or Chlorides. The permit does not contain a concentration limit on 
Total Phosphorus, and it authorizes the facility to discharge high loads of Total Phosphorus 
(14.2 kg/day), TSS (756.6 kg/day), and CBOD (936.2 kg/day) into Amherst WPCC. 

The NPDES permit26 for Amherst WPCC does not have any limits on TKN, Nitrate-Nitrite, most 
Metals, or Chlorides, and it is authorizes the discharge of high amounts of Total Phosphorus 
(weekly loading – 19.9 kg/day and weekly concentration – 1.5 mg/l). According to ECHO, in 
the last 12 quarters, this plant has violated its permit limits for BOD (10/01/23 – 12/31/23 
47%), D.O. (07/01/23 – 9/30/23 23%), and TSS (10/01/23 – 12/31/23 56%). 

Given the lack of protective limits in the WPCC’s NPDES permit and AdvancePierre Food’s 
pretreatment permit, it is not surprising that ECHO data show that Amherst WPCC is 
contributing significant loads of several pollutants associated with MPP facilities to Lower 
Beaver Creek, including Nitrogen (58,826 lbs./yr. – 2022), Phosphorus (4,670 lbs./yr. – 2022) 
and TDS (4,036,899 lbs./yr.– 2022), which then flows a short distance into Lake Erie.  

 

 

 

 

https://echo.epa.gov/detailed-facility-report?fid=OH0021628&redirect=echo
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/3PD00001.fs.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/3DP00046.pdf
https://www.tysonfoods.com/news/news-releases/2017/6/tyson-foods-successfully-completes-acquisition-advancepierre
https://echo.epa.gov/detailed-facility-report?fid=110044268422&ej_type=sup&ej_compare=US
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/3PD00001.pdf
https://echo.epa.gov/trends/loading-tool/reports/multi-year-loading?permit_id=110000735269


 
 

 
Page 7 of 19  Attachment 1 – Lake Erie Waterkeeper 

 

 

North Baltimore WWTP - This municipal wastewater 
treatment system serves a village of roughly 4,200 
people in Southern Wood County. North Baltimore 
WWTP has an average design flow of 0.80 MGD and 
discharges effluent into Rocky Ford Creek, which is 
impaired by Pathogens and sediment. Rocky Ford Creek 
flows into the Portage River, which is a priority watershed 
for Phosphorus reductions under the GLWQA and a 
major tributary to Lake Erie in the Western Lake Erie 
Basin. North Baltimore has at least one MPP facility that 

https://echo.epa.gov/detailed-facility-report?fid=OH0020117&redirect=echo
https://www.epa.gov/glwqa/recommended-binational-phosphorus-targets
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is a permitted significant industrial user under the pretreatment program – National Beef.27 
The pretreatment permit for this facility contains no concentration or loading limits for any 
pollutant, besides a limit on pH. As a result, there are no limits in National Beef’s permit on 
TSS, Total Phosphorus, Oil and Grease, CBOD, Nitrogen or Nitrogen Compounds, Ammonia-
N, Metals, Chlorides, Pathogens, or any other parameter typically associated with MPP 
facilities.  

The NPDES permit28 for North Baltimore WWTP lacks any concentration or load limits on 
TKN, Total Nitrogen, Nitrate-Nitrite, Phosphorus, most Metals, and Chlorides.  According to 
ECHO, the plant reports significant loadings of multiple pollutants to Rocky Ford Creek, 
including Nitrogen (20,939 lbs./yr. – 2023) and Total Dissolved Solids (820,223 lbs./yr. – 
2023). 

 

 

https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2DP00087.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2PB00033.pdf
https://echo.epa.gov/trends/loading-tool/reports/multi-year-loading?permit_id=110012138677
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DIRECT DISCHARGERS 

G. A. Wintzer & Son Company, (“G.A. Wintzer”) is 
a Rendering and Byproduct Processing facility 
located in Wapakoneta, OH. The facility 
discharges effluent to Pusheta Creek and an 
unnamed tributary of Pusheta Creek, which is 
impaired by unknown causes and Pathogens, in 
the Western Lake Erie Basin. Pusheta Creek is a 
tributary to the Auglaize River, which in turn flows 
into the Maumee River – a major tributary to Lake 
Erie. The Auglaize River below Pusheta Creek to 
above Jennings Creek is subject to an EPA 
approved TMDL for Ammonia, Phosphorus, Pathogens, and Sediment, according to Ohio’s 
2020 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report.29 

The NPDES permit30 for G.A. Wintzer authorizes the facility to discharge Total Nitrogen from 
3 Outfalls, each with design flows of 0.25 MGD, at a very high concentration of 194 mg/l and 
high load of 184 kg/day. The permit does not contain any limits on Total Phosphorus, TKN, 
Nitrate-Nitrite, Chlorides, or most Metals.  

In addition to the lack of adequately protective NPDES effluent limits, the G.A. Wintzer 
facility has been identified as being in Significant Noncompliance with its NPDES permit for 
7 of the last 13 quarters and in violation of its NPDES permit for 4 other of those 13 quarters. 
For example, with regard to Fecal Coliform, a number of exceedances are reported on ECHO: 

 

 

 

 

https://echo.epa.gov/detailed-facility-report?fid=OH0002593&redirect=echo
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/tmdl/2020intreport/2020_SectionJ.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/tmdl/2020intreport/2020_SectionJ.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2IK00002.pdf
https://echo.epa.gov/effluent-charts#OH0002593
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According to ECHO, G.A. Wintzer is contributing significant loading of pollutants to Pusheta 
Creek, including Nitrogen (116,342 lbs./yr. – 2023) and TDS (1,367,529 lbs./yr. – 2023).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://echo.epa.gov/trends/loading-tool/reports/multi-year-loading?permit_id=110001630496
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Cooper Farms Cooked Meats is a Poultry 
Slaughtering and Processing facility located in 
Van Wert, OH. The facility discharges effluent into 
Lower Town Creek, which is impaired by 
Pathogens and is listed as a High Priority for TMDL 
development on Ohio’s 2020 Integrated Water 
Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report.31 
Lower Town Creek is a tributary of the Lower 
Auglaize River in the Maumee watershed and is 
impacted32 by excess Nitrogen and Phosphorus 
downstream from Cooper Farms Cooked Meats and other NPDES dischargers.  

The NPDES Permit33 for Cooper Farms does not contain any concentration or load limits on 
Total Phosphorus, TKN, Chlorides, or Metals and contains a very high maximum 
concentration limit for Total Nitrogen (400 mg/l) without any load limit. Due to the lack of 
adequately protective permit limits, ECHO shows high loadings of multiple pollutants 
including Nitrogen (38,310 lbs./yr. – 2023) and Total Filterable Residue (4,942,781 lbs./yr. – 
2023). 

 

https://echo.epa.gov/detailed-facility-report?fid=OH0132772&redirect=echo
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/tmdl/2020intreport/2020_SectionJ.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/tmdl/2020intreport/2020_SectionJ.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/documents/2014%20Lower%20Auglaize%20River%20Tributaries%20TSD.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2IH00110.pdf
https://echo.epa.gov/trends/loading-tool/reports/multi-year-loading?permit_id=110006263729
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Campbell Soup Supply Company 
(“Campbell”) is a heat process and canned 
food facility located in Napoleon, OH. The 
facility discharges effluent into the 
Maumee River and unnamed tributaries of 
the Maumee River, which is impaired for 
algal growth, Nutrients, and Pathogens. The 
NPDES permit34 for Campbell contains 
effluent limitations for 6 Outfalls. Under the 
permit, interim effluent limitations will be in 
place for 36 months after March 1, 2022, for 
Outfall 001 (10 MGD) – where process 
wastewater is discharged directly into the Maumee River. The permit does not contain 
concentration or loading limits on Ammonia-N (during Winter), TKN, Nitrate-Nitrite, Total 
Nitrogen, Chlorides, or many Metals, with the exception of Outfall 099 (canmaking), and, for 
Outfall 001, it allows Campbell to contribute high concentrations (1.5 mg/l maximum) and 
loading (56.8 kg/day) of Total Phosphorus to the Maumee River.  

In addition to the lack of adequately protective effluent limits in the facility’s NPDES permit, 
according to ECHO, the Campbell facility has been identified as being in Significant 
Noncompliance with its NPDES permit for a wide range of parameters in 12 of the last 13 
quarters and in violation of its NPDES permit for the most recent of those quarters. 

On March 20, 2024, Campbell was sued35 in federal district court by Environment America 
and Lake Erie Waterkeeper for its ongoing violations of the federal Clean Water Act, including 
violations of its NPDES permit limits for CBOD, E. coli, Phosphorus, Nitrogen, TSS, and Oil 
and Grease, and for violations of the permit’s requirement to maintain D.O. above specified 
levels. Campbell was also sued by the U.S. Department of Justice in the same court on 
March 20, 2024, for years of Clean Water Act violations, which the United States alleges are 
due to Campbell’s wastewater treatment plant not being “designed to handle the 
wastewater generated by current operations.”  

According to ECHO, Campbell is contributing significant loading of multiple pollutants to the 
Maumee River, including Ammonia-N (26,643 lbs./yr. – 2023), BOD (537,781 lbs./yr. –  2023), 
Nitrogen (36,570 lbs./yr. – 2023), Phosphorus (18,756 lbs./yr. – 2023), TDS (9,093,590 lbs./yr. 
– 2023), and TSS (570,808 lbs./yr. – 2023). In fact, Campbell is one of the largest NPDES-
permitted sources of phosphorus loading in the Western Lake Erie Basin. 

https://echo.epa.gov/detailed-facility-report?fid=OH0003298&redirect=echo
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2IH00021.pdf
https://echo.epa.gov/detailed-facility-report?fid=OH0003298&redirect=echo
https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Complaint-EnvOHvsCampbellSoup-March2024.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/24494470-dn-1-complaint
https://echo.epa.gov/trends/loading-tool/reports/multi-year-loading?permit_id=110006108942
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CONCLUSION 

EPA states that MPP facilities are one of the largest industrial sources of nutrient pollution in 
the nation’s waters. In many watersheds in the U.S., including Lake Erie, governments and 
communities are struggling to reduce nutrients inputs to reduce HABs and other harmful 
impacts. EPA can help to get much needed nutrient discharge reductions for U.S. waters by 
finalizing strong nutrient ELGs for direct and indirect discharging MPP facilities. This is also 
essential for supporting WWTPs that are bearing the costs associated with MPP wasteloads 
and for reducing costs and impacts to the Environmental Justice communities.  
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Appendix I - List of Potential MPP Facilities from EPA Data (Direct, Indirect, and “Non-
Discharging”) 

Facility Name Latitude Longitude 
A to Z Portion Control Meats, Inc. 40.89475 -83.89013 

AdvancePierre Foods, Inc. 41.41823 -82.19797 

American Soy Products, Inc. 42.18816 -83.76461 

Americold Logistics, LLC 41.41241 -84.09869 

Athens Foods, Inc. 41.40523 -81.7876 

AVF Holding LLC 41.16386 -81.51838 

Beef Jerky Unlimited 41.80842 -83.44745 

BEF Foods, Inc. 40.69689 -84.09563 

Better Baked Foods of Erie, LLC 42.1196 -80.01968 

Better Baked Foods, LLC 42.21115 -79.8309 

Brinkman Turkey Farms, Inc. 40.93094 -83.65067 

Buckhead Meat Midwest Inc. 41.60402 -83.52805 

Campbell Soup Supply Company 41.39772 -84.10293 

Carle's Bratwurst, Inc. 40.8109 -82.9604 

Classic Delight, Inc. 40.52669 -84.38614 

Conagra Brands, Inc. 41.52086 -84.31809 

CONCERTED MANUF. OF NEVADA OH 40.73506 -83.12847 

Cooper Hatchery, Inc. 40.90499 -84.57198 

Custom Culinary, Inc 41.4768 -82.00504 

Decko Products, Inc. 41.43568 -82.74431 

Decko Products, Inc. 41.43717 -82.74255 

Diversified Warehouse Solutions LLC 40.85497 -84.31937 

Erie Bone Broth, LLC 41.50818 -81.6776 

Exel Inc. dba HLS Supply Chain (USA) 41.04306 -83.64302 

E-Z Shop Kitchen, Inc. 41.34975 -83.10201 

Frozen Specialties, Inc. 41.51583 -84.2978 

G. A. WINTZER & SON COMPANY 40.52939 -84.19075 

G.A. Wintzer & Son Co. 40.57086 -84.19654 

Gor-May Enterprises, Inc 41.48455 -81.72829 

Grabill Country Meats #1, Inc. 41.20777 -84.96875 

H P SCHMITT PACKING CO INC 40.83333 -84.91667 
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Hillsdale County Meats 41.7052 -84.42651 

Hydrofresh HPP 40.85489 -84.31935 

Integrated Marketing Technologies, Inc. 41.2504 -81.79071 

Interstate Cold Storage, Inc. 41.07193 -85.0399 

Interstate Cold Storage, Inc. 41.4137 -84.09574 

J. H. Routh Packing Co 41.3986 -82.7596 

J.E.S. Foods, Inc. 40.55822 -84.54496 

J.H. Routh Packing Co. 41.39896 -82.75988 

Jones-Hamilton Co. 41.59285 -83.52644 

Just Mike's Jerky Company 41.13623 -81.87873 

Kah and Company Incorporated 40.57805 -84.1804 

KALMBACH FEEDS INC 40.88999 -83.32994 

KALMBACH MOLASSES 40.88691 -83.32633 

Keller Packaging of Napoleon 41.38974 -84.09582 

Keystone Meats Inc. 40.73109 -84.03808 

KTF Protein Solutions Inc. 40.52812 -84.34415 

Lakeview Farms 40.85602 -84.32249 

Magnus International Group 41.75636 -81.23123 

McDonald Meats Inc. 41.99215 -80.34826 

MEDINA MEATS 41.18498 -82.03911 

Medina Meats Inc 41.18473 -82.03817 

More Than Gourmet 41.05953 -81.41565 

More Than Gourmet 41.09634 -81.48753 

National Beef Ohio, LLC 41.18536 -83.64616 

Nestle Prepared Foods Company 41.40486 -81.46728 

Nestle Professional 41.47569 -81.69833 

NESTLE PURINA PETCARE COMPANY 42.49005 -79.30625 

Nestle R&D Center Inc. 41.40947 -81.47112 

North American Cold Storage, Inc. 41.1372 -84.84391 

Olson Commercial Cold Storage 41.28997 -84.38454 

Petrition 41.04075 -82.00437 

Pinata Foods, Inc. 41.45628 -81.72866 

Pioneer Packing Company, Inc. 41.36379 -83.64501 

Progressive Food Products 41.10303 -83.20365 
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PSD PARTNERS LLC - MPK COMPLEX 40.90444 -83.33778 

RF Acquisition Corp. 40.55193 -84.16469 

Root's Poultry, Inc. 41.37652 -83.18489 

Rudolph Foods Company, Inc. 40.6954 -83.98179 

Sandridge Food Corporation 41.13826 -81.90135 

Shaker Valley Foods, Inc 41.46451 -81.73322 

Sharpy's Food Systems, LLC. 41.35374 -81.49382 

Signature Sauces 41.36205 -81.6301 

Smith Provision Company, Inc 42.10224 -80.11678 

Spagel Brothers Inc. 42.11777 -80.06081 

Speciality Steak Service 42.13853 -80.04236 

Stanley's Market Brands LLC 41.71106 -83.51835 

Stino Da Napoli 41.4832 -81.83395 

Symrise Inc. 41.40742 -82.12878 

Tanks Meats, Inc. 41.46719 -83.29798 

The Honey Baked Ham Company, LLC 41.61916 -83.68828 

THE IAMS CO 41.12382 -83.9577 

The Original Crunch Roll Factory, LLC 42.33122 -79.57973 

Weaver Meats Inc 41.72265 -81.26023 

Wright Distribution Center, Inc. 40.7022 -84.08534 
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END NOTES 
 

1 Lake Erie Waterkeeper, Lake Erie Facts, available at: https://www.lakeeriewaterkeeper.org/lake-erie-
facts.html. 

2 U.S. EPA, Lake Erie, at: https://www.epa.gov/greatlakes/lake-
erie#:~:text=About%20one%2Dthird%20of%20the,eleven%20million%20of%20these%20inhabitants.  

3 U.S. EPA, Urban Waters and the Western Lake Erie Basin near Toledo (Ohio), available at: 
https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners/urban-waters-and-western-lake-erie-basin-near-toledo-
ohio#:~:text=Western%20Lake%20Erie%20Basin%20(WLEB,water%20source%20for%20the%20WLEB. 

4 U.S. EPA, Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement, available at: https://www.epa.gov/glwqa. 

5 International Joint Commission, Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement Turns 50, (Feb. 8, 2022), available at: 
https://www.ijc.org/en/great-lakes-water-quality-agreement-turns-
50#:~:text=The%201972%20agreement%20focused%20on,communities%20to%20limit%20phosphorus%2
0input. Exhibit 1 

6 NOAA, Lake Erie Harmful Algal Bloom Forecast, available at: https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/science-
areas/habs/hab-forecasts/lake-
erie/#:~:text=Western%20Lake%20Erie%20has%20been,that%20depend%20on%20the%20lake. Exhibit 2 

7 U.S. EPA, Photos of Lakes Before and After Algal Blooms, available at: 
https://www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution/photos-lakes-and-after-algal-
blooms#:~:text=Lake%20Erie%2C%20Ohio,-
Photo%3A%20U.S.%20EPA&text=In%202014%2C%20a%20toxic%20algal,contact%20with%20their%20tap
%20water.  

8 U.S. EPA, Recommended Binational Phosphorus Targets, available at: 
https://www.epa.gov/glwqa/recommended-binational-phosphorus-targets. 

9 International Joint Commission, Annex - 4 Nutrients, available at: 
https://ijc.org/en/who/mission/glwqa/annex4. Exhibit 3 

10 U.S. EPA et al., U.S. Action Plan for Lake Erie, (Feb. 2018), available at: 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2018-03/documents/us_dap_final_march_1.pdf. 

11 Environmental Working Group, EWG analysis: In the Western Lake Erie Basin, newly identified animal 
feeding operation hot spots produce excess manure, threatening waterways and human health, (July 28, 
2022), available at: https://www.ewg.org/research/ewg-analysis-western-lake-erie-basin-newly-identified-
animal-feeding-operation-hot-spots. Exhibit 4 

12 Environmental Working Group, Manure From Unregulated Factory Farms Fuels Lake Erie’s Toxic Algae 
Blooms, (Apr. 9, 2019), available at: https://www.ewg.org/news-insights/news/manure-unregulated-factory-
farms-fuels-lake-eries-toxic-algae-blooms. Exhibit 5 

13 Ohio EPA, Maumee River Watershed, available at: https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/surface-
water/reports-data/maumee-river-watershed. 

14 Ohio EPA, Maumee River TMDL Appendix 4. Individual NPDES Wasteload Allocations, available at: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/tmdl/MaumeeNutrient/Appendix-4-
Individual-NPDES-Wasteload-Allocations-Final.pdf. Exhibit 6 
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15 Ohio EPA, List of Approve Pretreatment Programs, available at: 
https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/35/pretreatment/Approved_Program_Contacts.xlsx. Exhibit 7 

16 Ohio EPA, NPDES Permit City of Delphos 2PD00029*TD, App. No: OH0024929 (Feb. 1, 2024), available at: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2PD00029.pdf. Exhibit 8 

17 Kim Riddell, Wastewater Superintendent City of Delphos, Start-Up and Operations of the City of Delphos 
MBR / ThermAer ATAD Wastewater Treatment Facility (2009), available at: https://thermalprocess.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/04/Thermal-Process-Systems_White-Paper_Riddell.pdf. Exhibit 9 

18 City of Delphos, Wastewater Overview, available at: 
https://cityofdelphos.com/sites/default/files/Wastewater%20Overview.pdf. Exhibit 10 

19 City of Delphos, 2021 Annual Report, available at: 
https://www.cityofdelphos.com/sites/default/files/2021%20Annual%20Report.pdf. Exhibit 11 

20 Ohio EPA, Limited Environmental Review and Finding of No Significant Impact, City of Delphos – Allen and 
Van Wert counties WWTP MBR Buildout, Loan number – CS390309-0019, (June 16, 2021), available at: 
https://www.cityofdelphos.com/sites/default/files/6381%20WWTP%20MBR%20FNSI%20and%20LER.pdf. 
Exhibit 12 

21 The Delphos Herald, Lakeview Farms asks for better communication on project,  (Aug. 9, 2023), available 
at: https://www.delphosherald.com/news/community/lakeview-farms-asks-for-better-communication-on-
project/article_f36f5e7e-36f3-11ee-9ada-17485811d132.html. Exhibit 13 

22 Ohio EPA, Indirect Discharge Permit Program, (Apr. 2018), available at: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/pretreatment/IDP-FS.pdf. Exhibit 14 

23 Ohio EPA, Indirect Discharge Permit List, available at:  https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/surface-
water/permitting/indirect-discharge-permits.  

24 Ohio EPA, City of Amherst NPDES Fact Sheet, (Aug. 31, 2020), available at: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/3PD00001.fs.pdf. Exhibit 
15 

25 Ohio EPA, AdvancePierre Foods, Inc. Indirect Discharge Permit 3DP00046*DP, App. No. OHP000237 (Mar. 1, 
2021), available at: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/3DP00046.pdf. Exhibit 16 

26 Ohio EPA, City of Amherst WPCC NPDES Permit 3PD00001*ND, App. No. OH0021628 (Feb. 1, 2021), 
available at: https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/3PD00001.pdf. 
Exhibit 17 

27 Ohio EPA, Indirect Discharge Permit for National Beef, LLC 2DP00087*CP, App. No. OHP000250 (Oct. 1, 
2021), available at: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2DP00087.pdf. Exhibit 18 

28 Ohio EPA, NDPES Permit for Village of North Baltimore 2PB00033*LD, App. No. OH0020117 (Sept. 1, 2019), 
available at: https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2PB00033.pdf. 
Exhibit 19 

29 Ohio EPA, 2020 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report – Section J – Excerpt (May 
2020), available at: 

https://epa.ohio.gov/static/Portals/35/pretreatment/Approved_Program_Contacts.xlsx
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2PD00029.pdf
https://thermalprocess.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Thermal-Process-Systems_White-Paper_Riddell.pdf
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https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/3DP00046.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/3PD00001.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2DP00087.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2PB00033.pdf
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https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/tmdl/2020intreport/2020_SectionJ.pdf. 
Exhibit 20 

30 Ohio EPA, NPDES Permit for G.A. Wintzer and Son Company 2IK00002*KD, App. No. OH0002593 (Mar. 1, 
2022), available at: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2IK00002.pdf. Exhibit 21 

31 Exhibit 20, supra endnote 29.  

32 Ohio EPA, Biological and Water Quality Study of Lower Auglaize River Tributaries – Excerpt (Nov. 17, 2016), 
available at: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/documents/2014%20Lower%20Auglaize
%20River%20Tributaries%20TSD.pdf. Exhibit 22 

33 Ohio EPA, NPDES Permit for Cooper Hatchery Inc. for Cooper Farms Cooked Meats 2IH00110*GD, App. No 
OH0132772 (Mar. 1, 2023), available at: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2IH00110.pdf. Exhibit 23 

34 Ohio EPA, NPDES Permit for Campbell Soup Supply Company, LLC 2IH00021*KD, App. No. OH0003298 
(Mar. 1, 2022), available at: 
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2IH00021.pdf Exhibit 24 

35 Complaint, Environment America, D/B/A Environment Ohio, and Lake Erie Waterkeeper v. Campbell Soup 
Supply Company L.L.C., Case No. 3:24-cv-00515 (N.D. Ohio filed Mar. 20, 2024), available at: 
https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Complaint-EnvOHvsCampbellSoup-
March2024.pdf. Exhibit 25 

https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/tmdl/2020intreport/2020_SectionJ.pdf
https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/epa.ohio.gov/Portals/35/permits/doc/2IK00002.pdf
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