
 

 

 
April 30, 2018 
 
 
Dear [Senator or Representative]; 
 
As 170 federal representatives and senators have introduced formal resolutions (S. Res. 473 and H.               
Res. 843) calling for the immediate resignation of Scott Pruitt as U.S. Environmental Protection Agency               
(EPA) Administrator, and Mr. Pruitt’s ethics, expenditures, and other actions in that office are the               
subject of at least 10 federal inquiries, Waterkeeper Alliance and the 94 undersigned Waterkeeper              
Organizations and Affiliates write to respectfully request that you take urgent action, through any and all                
legal means, to pursue Administrator Pruitt’s resignation or removal from office.  
 
Waterkeeper Alliance unites more than 300 Waterkeeper Organizations and Affiliates that are on the              
frontlines of the global water crisis, patrolling and protecting more than 2.5 million square miles of                
rivers, lakes, and coastal waterways in 44 countries on 6 continents. In the United States, Waterkeeper                
Alliance represents the interests of its 174 U.S. Waterkeeper Member Organizations and Affiliates, as              
well as the collective interests of thousands of individual supporting members that live, work, and               
recreate in watersheds across the country, in our shared goal of restoring and protecting drinkable,               
fishable, and swimmable water everywhere. 
 
As EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt has been entrusted with the responsibility to protect the citizens of                
the United States and the environment from pollution, including restoring and maintaining the chemical,              
physical, and biological integrity of the Nation’s waters under the Clean Water Act. This is a solemn                 
responsibility that must be approached with seriousness, integrity, and dedication to implement our             
nation’s environmental laws as intended in true partnership with the states, tribal governments, the              
public, and a broad range of stakeholders. Administrator Pruitt has fallen far short of that mark. 
 
In addition to his ever-expanding litany of ethical, financial, administrative, and legal breaches,             1

Administrator Pruitt is attempting to undermine EPA and its mission by, among other things, eliminating               
staff and experts; limiting public information and access; reducing programs and funding; eliminating             
and delaying regulations; reducing enforcement; consolidating enforcement authority to Headquarters;          
and ignoring expert and scientific recommendations. Mr. Pruitt has also abused his position of power to                
lead EPA in a series of poorly executed and blatantly anti-environment regulatory actions that are not                
consistent with the law and, thus, certain to lead to lengthy, expensive litigation. Many, if not all, of                  2

these efforts will ultimately be unsuccessful and a massive waste of taxpayer resources.  
 

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/18/climate/scott-pruitt-epa-investigations-guide.html  
2 See e.g., Environmental Protections on the Chopping Block, Environmental Integrity Project, 
http://www.environmentalintegrity.org/trump-watch-epa/regulatory-rollbacks/ (last visited April 11, 2018).  
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Even more importantly, while focusing EPA’s resources on his politically-driven deregulatory agenda,            
he has entirely ignored urgent environmental and public health issues that require EPA’s attention,              
indisputably demonstrating that he is both unwilling and unfit to perform the duties required by his                
office. Unfortunately, the majority of our nation’s assessed waters are polluted and do not meet the                
federal Clean Water Act’s minimum standards for protection of public health, public water supply,              
propagation of fish and wildlife, and/or recreational, agricultural, industrial, and other purposes. EPA             3

reports that this includes 97% of assessed Great Lakes Open Water, 79.5% of assessed Bays and                
Estuaries, 72% of assessed Coastal Shoreline; 91% of assessed Ocean and Near-Coastal Waters;             
70.6% of assessed Lakes, Reservoirs and Ponds; and 52.7% of assessed Rivers and Streams.  
 
This pollution, and EPA’s failure to address it, has caused serious and tangible damage to the public,                 
the economy, businesses, communities, and ecosystems across the country. We have dangerous toxic             
algae blooms in all 50 U.S. States; in 2015 nearly 21 million people relied on water supplies that didn’t                   
meet minimum health standards; 200 million people in all 50 states — more than two-thirds of the                 
population — have drinking water supplies contaminated by Chromium-6; 179,030 miles of rivers and              
streams are polluted by dangerous pathogens; 8,314,973 acres of lakes/reservoirs/ponds are polluted            
by mercury; and waters across the country are polluted by PCBs, Dioxin, Metals, Pesticides,              
Pathogens, Nutrients, Toxics, Radionuclides, Petroleum Hydrocarbons, and/or many other pollutants. 
 
Administrator Pruitt has rarely, if ever, even mentioned most of our nation’s very serious and               
widespread water pollution problems, and he has certainly given no indication that he plans to address                
them. He is not implementing our nation’s environmental statutes in a manner that protects human               
health and the environment consistent with Congressional intent. Instead, he has intently focused his              
attention, and EPA staff time, on weakening environmental and public health protections in order to               
promote the interests of his industry supporters, his political allies, and himself. And he has done so at                  
great, unjustified expense to U.S. taxpayers. This is a serious breach of the public trust and is                 
extremely dangerous. 
 
The public deserves an EPA Administrator who is focused on protecting the public’s health, safety, and                
welfare. Scott Pruitt, with his inexplicable and outlandish demands for bullet-proof desks, 24/7 security,              
Kevlar-like SUV seat covers, first-class airline seats, requests for emergency lights/sirens in            
non-emergencies, and $43,000 soundproof phone booth, is clearly focused on something else entirely. 
 
On behalf of Waterkeeper Alliance, Waterkeeper Organizations and Affiliates and our individual            
members whose health, safety, and well-being depend on clean water, please take urgent action to               
pursue Administrator Pruitt’s resignation or removal from office, and ensure that he is replaced by a                
new Administrator who is committed to faithfully fulfilling the mission of the EPA. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
  

3 U.S. EPA, National Summary of State Information, available at: 
https://ofmpub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control (last visited April 27, 2018). 
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Marc Yaggi  
Executive Director  
Waterkeeper Alliance  
New York, NY  
 
 

 
William Shugart  
Executive Director  
Little River Waterkeeper  
Ashland, AL 
 
 

 
Charles Scribner  
Executive Director  
Black Warrior Riverkeeper  
Birmingham, AL 
 
 

 
Myra Crawford  
Executive Director  
Cahaba Riverkeeper  
Birmingham, AL 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Justinn Overton  
Executive Director  
Coosa Riverkeeper  
Birmingham, AL 
 

 
David Whiteside  
Executive Director  
Tennessee Riverkeeper  
Decatur, AL 
 
 

 
Michael Mullen  
Riverkeeper  
Choctawhatchee Riverkeeper  
Troy, AL 
 
 

 
John L. Wathen  
Hurricane Creekkeeper  
Friends of Hurricane Creek  
Tuscaloosa, AL 
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Casi Callaway  
Executive Director & Baykeeper  
Mobile Baykeeper  
Mobile, AL 
 
 

 
Jessie Green  
Executive Director & Waterkeeper  
White River Waterkeeper 
Harrison, AR 
 
 

 
Jennifer Kalt  
Director  
Humboldt Baykeeper 
Arcata, CA 
 
 

 
Timmarie Hamill  
Executive Director  
CA Urban Streams Alliance  
The Stream Team, a Waterkeeper Affiliate  
Chico, CA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Garry Brown  
Founder & President  
Orange County Coastkeeper and Inland Empire 
Waterkeeper  
Costa Mesa, CA 
 
 

 
Don McEnhill  
Executive Director  
Russian Riverkeeper  
Healdsburg, CA 
 
 

 
Melinda Booth  
Executive Director  
Yuba River Waterkeeper  
Nevada City, CA 
 
 

 
Sejal Choksi-Chugh  
Executive Director  
San Francisco Baykeeper  
Oakland, CA 
 
 

 
Amanda Ford 
Interim Director  
Klamath Riverkeeper  
Orleans, CA 
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Matt O'Malley  
Executive Director  
San Diego Coastkeeper  
San Diego, CA 
 
 

 
Gordon Hensley  
San Luis Obispo Coastkeeper 
San Luis Obispo, CA 
 
 

 
Vicki N. Goldstein  
Founder and Director 
Inland Ocean Coalition  
Boulder Creek Waterkeeper Affiliate  
Boulder, CO 
 
 

 
Marcel Gaztambide  
Animas Riverkeeper  
San Juan Citizens Alliance  
Durango, CO 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gary Wockner  
Executive Director  
Poudre Waterkeeper  
Fort Collins, CO 
 
 

 
Cindy Medina  
Alamosa Riverkeeper  
La Jara, CO 
 
 

 
Jeff Kelble  
President  
Potomac Riverkeeper Network  
Washington, DC 
 
 

 
Georgia Ackerman  
Riverkeeper and Executive Director
Apalachicola Riverkeeper 
Apalachicola, FL 
 
 

 
John Cassani  
Waterkeeper 
Calusa Waterkeeper  
Fort Myers, FL 
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Lisa Rinaman  
Riverkeeper  
St. Johns Riverkeeper  
Jacksonville, FL 
 
 

 
Reinaldo Diaz  
Waterkeeper and President  
Lake Worth Waterkeeper 
Lake Worth, FL 
 
 

 
Harrison Langley  
Waterkeeper 
Collier County Waterkeeper  
Naples, FL 
 
 

 
Laurie Murphy  
Executive Director  
Emerald Coastkeeper, Inc.  
Pensacola, FL 
 
 

 
Justin Bloom  
Executive Director 
Suncoast Waterkeeper 
Sarasota, FL 
 

 

 
Jen Lomberk  
Matanzas Riverkeeper  
St. Augustine, FL 
 
 

 
Andrew Hayslip  
Executive Director and Waterkeeper  
Tampa Bay Waterkeeper  
St. Petersburg, FL 
 
 

 
Jason Ulseth  
Riverkeeper  
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper  
Atlanta, GA 
 
 

 
Jen Hilburn  
Executive Director  
Altamaha Riverkeeper  
Macon GA 
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Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman  
Executive Director & Riverkeeper  
Coosa River Basin Initiative/Upper Coosa 
Riverkeeper  
Rome, GA 
 
 

 
Arthur Norris  
Waterkeeper 
Quad Cities Waterkeeper  
Davenport, IA 
 
 

 
Sharon Bosley 
Lake Coeur d'Alene Waterkeeper  
Coeur d'Alene, ID 
 
 

 
Rae Schnapp, Ph.D.  
Wabash Riverkeeper  
Banks of the Wabash, Inc.  
Lafayette, IN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jason Flickner 
Director & Waterkeeper  
Lower Ohio River Waterkeeper  
New Albany, IN 
 
 

 
Dawn Buehler  
Kansas Riverkeeper  
Friends of the Kaw 
Lawrence, KS 
 
 

 
Dean Wilson  
Executive Director  
Atchafalaya Basinkeeper  
Lafayette, LA 
 
 

 
Fred Kelly 
Riverkeeper  
Severn Riverkeeper  
Annapolis, MD 
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Angela Haren  
Director of Advocacy and Baltimore Harbor 
Waterkeeper  
Blue Water Baltimore 
Baltimore, MD 
 
 

 
Kathy Phillips  
Executive Director and Assateague 
Coastkeeper 
Assateague Coastal Trust 
Berlin, MD 
 
 

 
Tim Trumbauer  
Chester Riverkeeper  
ShoreRivers  
Chestertown, MD 
 
 

 
Matt Pluta  
Choptank Riverkeeper 
ShoreRivers 
Easton, MD 
 
 

 
Elle Bassett  
Miles-Wye Riverkeeper  
ShoreRivers  
Easton, MD 
 

 
Emmett Duke  
Sassafras Riverkeeper  
ShoreRivers  
Easton, MD 
 
 

 
Jeff Holland  
Executive Director  
West & Rhode Riverkeeper  
Edgewater, MD 
 
 

 
Jesse Iliff  
South Riverkeeper  
South River Federation  
Edgewater, MD 
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Betsy Nicholas  
Executive Director  
Waterkeepers Chesapeake  
Takoma Park, MD 
 
 

 
Frederick Tutman  
Patuxent Riverkeeper  
Upper Marlboro, MD 
 
 

 
Ron Huber  
Executive Director  
Friends of Penobscot Bay 
Rockland, ME 
 
 

 
Ivy Frignoca  
Casco Baykeeper  
Friends of Casco Bay  
South Portland, ME 
 
 

 
Chauncey J. Moran  
Yellow Dog Riverkeeper  
Yellow Dog Watershed Preserve  
Big Bay, MI 
 

 

 
Abby Braman  
Executive Director  
Pearl Riverkeeper  
Madison, MS 
 
 

 
Jerry O'Connell  
Executive Director  
Big Blackfoot Riverkeeper  
Greenough, MT 
 
 

 
Andy Hill  
Watauga Riverkeeper  
Mountaintrue  
Boone, NC 
 
 

 
Emily Sutton  
Haw Riverkeeper  
Haw River Assembly  
Bynum, NC 
 
 

 
Gray Jernigan  
Green Riverkeeper  
Mountaintrue 
Hendersonville, NC 
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Larry Baldwin  
Executive Director  
White Oak-New Riverkeeper Alliance
Jacksonville, NC 
 
 

 
Larry Baldwin  
Waterkeeper  
Crystal Coast Waterkeeper  
Morehead City, NC 
 
 

 
Hartwell Carson  
French Broad Riverkeeper  
MountainTrue  
Tuscaloosa, NC 
 
 

 
Forrest English  
Pamlico-Tar Riverkeeper  
Sound Rivers  
Washington, NC 
 
 

 
Kemp Burdette  
Cape Fear Riverkeeper  
Cape Fear River Watch  
Wilmington, NC 
 
 

 
Terri Pratt  
Executive Director  
Yadkin Riverkeeper  
Winston Salem, NC 
 
 

 
Bill Sheehan  
Executive Director  
Hackensack Riverkeeper  
Hackensack, NJ 
 
 

 
Greg Remaud  
Executive Director  
NY/NJ Baykeeper  
Matawan, NJ 
 
 

 
Jen Pelz  
Rio Grande Waterkeeper  
Santa Fe, NM 
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Tick Segerblom  
Director  
Las Vegas Water Defender  
Las Vegas, NV 
 
 

 
Christopher Navitsky  
Lake George Waterkeeper  
Lake George, NY 
 
 

 
Paul Gallay  
President and Hudson Riverkeeper
Riverkeeper  
Ossining, NY 
 
 

 
Joseph Campbell  
President  
Seneca Lake Guardian, A Waterkeeper Alliance 
Affiliate  
Burdett, NY 
 
 

 
Earl Hatley  
Grand Riverkeeper  
LEAD Agency 
Vinita, OK 
 
 

 
Rebecca Jim  
Tar Creekkeeper  
LEAD Agency  
Vinita, OK 
 
 

 
Robyn Janssen  
Director  
Rogue Riverkeeper  
Ashland, OR 
 
 

 
Brett VandenHeuvel  
Executive Director  
Columbia Riverkeeper  
Hood River, OR 
 
 

 
Pam Digel  
Upper Allegheny Affiliate  
Bradford, PA 
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Eric Harder  
Youghiogheny Riverkeeper  
Mountain Watershed Association  
Melcroft, PA 
 
 

 
Rob Walters  
Executive Director and Waterkeeper  
Three Rivers Waterkeeper  
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
 

 
Carol Parenzan  
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper and 
Executive Director  
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association 
Sunbury, PA 
 
 

 
Ted Evgeniadis  
Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper  
Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association 
Wrightsville, PA 
 
 
 
 

 
Meg Adams  
Executive Director  
Edisto Riverkeeper  
Aiken, SC 
 
 

 
Bill Stangler  
Riverkeeper 
Congaree Riverkeeper  
Columbia, SC 
 
 

 
Christine Ellis  
Executive Director  
Winyah Rivers Foundation, Inc.  
Conway, SC 
 
 

 
Steve Box  
Executive Director  
Environmental Stewardship  
Bastrop, TX 
 
 

 
Cynthia Seale Cook  
Executive Director  
Trinity Waters  
Dallas, TX 
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Jordan Macha 
Executive Director & Waterkeeper  
Bayou City Waterkeeper  
Houston, TX 
 
 

 
Diane Wilson  
Executive director  
San Antonio Bay Estuarine Waterkeeper
Seadrift, TX 
 
 

 
Chris Wilke  
Soundkeeper 
Puget Soundkeeper  
Seattle, WA 
 
 

 
Jerry White, Jr. 
Riverkeeper  
Spokane Riverkeeper  
Spokane, WA 
 
 

 
Cheryl Nenn  
Riverkeeper  
Milwaukee Riverkeeper  
Milwaukee, WI 
 
 
 

 
Angie Rosser  
Waterkeeper and Executive Director  
West Virginia Headwaters Waterkeeper
Charleston, WV 
 
 

 
Rica Fulton  
Affiliate Director  
Upper Green River Network; A Colorado 
Riverkeeper Affiliate  
Laramie, WY 
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